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Dear SIM Members, representatives of International Organizations and special guests,

Unfortunately, due to serious health problems in my family I cannot have the pleasure of sharing with you this special week of SIM activities, which is the GA and related events. Although I am not able to participate in the discussions of the GA, I have prepared this report to inform you of the activities of SIM Presidency of the last year. I welcome you to send me any comments you may have on it, and reinforce that the SIM Presidency is available to discuss any matter you may wish.
I would like to start this report thanking you for the confidence deposited on me during the last election when I was nominated for a two-year period. It has been a huge honor to me to preside an organization of the scope of SIM, whose importance to its members can be perceived, showing significant increasing signs for the past years.

During this first year of my Presidency, I have interacted with our partners and directed some efforts to improve SIM visibility. For that, the home page has been restructured, with the help and contribution of all Council Members and from other SIM Members and partners, to whom I own my gratitude. I would also like to emphasize the launching of the Spanish version of SIM webpage, an old demand from our Spanish speaking SIM Members. One third action has been taken in order to improve SIM webpage, related to a decision by the Council during its last meeting to request OAS to build a link to the SIM web page, and eliminate the mirror page they maintain as it has been causing much confusion.

Still in the direction of bringing more visibility to our organization, we have proposed that SIM provides institutional support to training and technical events in the field of metrology and related themes, as sponsored by SIM members in their countries. This may allow other interested SIM members to participate in the event and also bring more visibility to SIM in the various metrology communities within Americas. At Inmetro we have already started the usage of this institutional support of SIM. We brought to the Council the analysis of institutional support to four technical activities developed by Inmetro, and the Council agreed with all of them. After that the folders and posters elaborated for these technical events had the SIM logo included in them, what we believe to be an important tool to bring SIM closer to metrology communities. I take this opportunity to suggest you to bring your training and technical events to the analysis of SIM Council so they may also receive SIM institutional support.

As President of SIM I have represented the organization in some international events, among which deserves attention the “Taller Internacional de Metrología relacionado con la finalización de proyecto de Cooperación PTB-INN” in Santiago, Chile, March 21-23, 2007. One important outcome of this event was the proposal of developing a cooperation project with CEPAL and PTB, aimed at studying the economic and social impacts of metrology and of quality infrastructure in Americas. This proposal comes in the same direction of the requirements of the new logical framework by OAS that must be attended in the next projects submitted to the organization.

In this particular issue, I would like to inform you that the Council has been discussing OAS request of a new logical framework approach for the next SIM Project, including the presentation of the economic and social impacts of SIM activities conducted in its country members, specifically related to training activities. This project will be submitted to OAS by July 2008, under a new title. 

In order to guarantee more funds to SIM activities we are searching for new funding agencies that may be willing to participate as sponsor to SIM activities. Among them, I stress the efforts of the Brazilian government, through its Cooperation Agency (ABC) that has agreed in providing funds for the participation of some representatives of SIM members at a training event offered in Brazil, next December – the II Advanced School on Evaluation of Uncertainty in Measurement. We will be able to finance the participation of one representative per sub-region of SIM, so I invite each coordinator to discuss this possibility during their regional meetings this afternoon. Other SIM members interested in participating at the workshop are invited, and a 20% discount in their registration is offered for these participants (more information on <http://www.inmetro.gov.br/noticias/eventos/uncertaintyschool/index.asp>).

The SIM Council has met two times this year – in Washington in March and in St. Paul in July, in conjunction with the NCSLI. During these meetings the Council proceeded to initiating a discussion about a new structure to SIM, responding to a request of its members. Some specific points are under discussion, as for example the inclusion of QSTF Chair in the Council as a non-voting member, the work of TC and PDC Committees and the representation of sub-regions on each committee. We are also conducting the revision of the election process of SIM President in order to provide a more gradual transition between two presidencies. A group has been formed, composed of Claire Saundry (Chair), Luis Mussio, Theodore Reddock, Hernando Florez and Jim McLaren.

I should also inform you that the Metrology in Chemistry within the OAS-German Government Project: "Improvement of Decentralized Structures for the Application of Quality Criteria in the Environmental and Foodstuffs Sector in Latin America" is about to be evaluated by an international team. The purpose is to receive comments and suggestions by experts not involved in the implementation of the project concerning the improvement of our cooperation efforts. With this purpose, we will be receiving this week the visit of two evaluators who will interview some of SIM members: Dr. Máire Walsh, from Ireland, in charge of the component of Metrology in Chemistry, and Mrs. Cecilie Laake, from Norway, for the one on accreditation. The team will be lead by Dr. Karl-Christian Goethner, a consultant who works for PTB, who will look at the development policy aspects.

In conclusion I would like to express my gratitude to NRC for their willingness to plan and coordinate the numerous meetings that will take place during this year’s GA.

I also wish to congratulate the Working Group on Chemical Metrology which celebrates its 10th anniversary of important advances to all countries in the region, contributing for the improvement of our peoples’ development and quality of life. 

Before I finish, I’ve got to express our gratitude for Steve Carpenter who has been of great importance for building the whole structure of SIM over the last year. I should now give the floor to Luis Mussio, whom I have requested to say a few words to express this feeling we all share. Once more I wish you all the success for the next days of interaction and exchange of experiences in the metrology field, hoping we continue to strength SIM as the metrology organization of Americas. 

Humberto Brandi

SIM President

