September 24, 2007
Executive Secretary Report
On behalf of the Executive Secretariat of The Inter-American Metrology System (SIM), the Executive Secretary wishes to thank and congratulate the Institute for National Measurement Standards at the National Research Council (NRC) and its representative Dr. Jim McLaren for offering to host and to collaborate in the organization of the XIII Meeting of the SIM General Assembly and related activities.  At the same time, the Executive Secretary wishes to give a warm cordial welcome to the representatives of the National Metrology Institutes “NMI’s” of the hemisphere, International Organizations, donor agencies, lecturers and special guests, who have kindly accepted to be part of this important event.

Since the last General Assembly meeting held in Rio de Janeiro, on September 2006, the Executive Secretariat has collaborated with the Presidency, the Council, the Committees and the Technical Working Groups to organize the activities and meet the goals established at that meeting.

The activities of the Executive Secretariat encompass logistical support in three categories: administrative, technical, and dissemination of information to SIM members.

The administrative activities are aimed at giving SIM members operational support necessary to carry out the organization of the Committee meetings, the Council, and the General Assembly.  The SIM council met twice this year, in Washington, D.C., and in Minneapolis, before the XIII General Assembly.

Additionally the SIM Executive Secretariat is pleased to inform this assembly that the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Committee for Integral Development “FEMCIDI“, under the framework of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development “SEDI” is sponsoring two projects: “The Implementation of Metrology Infrastructure of  the Americas to Support Free Trade and Improve Quality of Life” and “Colaboración para soportar con Metrología Quimica la Evaluación de la Calidad e Inocuidad de los Productos del Sector Alimentario”. 

The DST/OAS and the German Metrology Institute “PTB” are working on the possibility of having a horizontal cooperation project in the energy sector (natural gas). A report on the project’s feasibility has been completed and distributed among the NMI’s of the hemisphere. A new version including comments and suggestions is under consideration by the German Ministry of Economy (BMZ).
The focus of the project is to improve the National Quality infrastructure in the gas sector, directed to NMI’s and other national laboratories dedicated to measurements of flow, pressure, temperature and calorific value. 
Energy was the theme of the last OAS General Assembly held in Panama on June 2007. Because energy is directly related to economic growth, it is of paramount importance for all member states. DST/OAS is following with great interest the cooperation between INMETRO-Brazil and NIST-USA in the area of standards related to biofuels.
The SIM Executive Secretary is actively working to expand the sources of financing for NMI’s with other potential donors (IADB,WB), and to increase collaboration with other agencies, such as the National Council of Standard Laboratories International “NCSLI”. This is in line with recent mandates from our Member States calling to work with the Civil Society and to establish new and innovative ways to cooperate with the private sector in an effort to mobilize additional resources for mutual benefit of the private sector and the Inter-American Metrology System (SIM) members. 

With our collaboration PTB published, a new monograph entitled: “The Answer to the Global Quality Challenge: A National Quality Infrastructure”. It soon will be in our web page .

The Executive Secretary reiterates its desire to maintain the excellent working relationship with the new SIM President and also to continue working with Members of the Council, Director of NMI’s, International Organizations, and donor agencies. These relationships are crucial to strengthen technical assistance among partners, and to promote horizontal cooperation for the benefit of the Inter-American Metrology System and the whole hemisphere in general.

Thank you very much.

                                                                                                      

