Report on the Activity of SIM
The Regional Metrology Organization for the Americas (July 2006 – July 2007)
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· The SIM Council met as usual during the NCSLI 2006.  A number of decisions were made with respect to the operation of SIM and the submission of the request for a Metrology for the Americas Project for the period 2006–2008.  OAS Project:  "Implementation of metrology Infrastructures of the Americas to Support Free Trade and Quality of Life“ (Execution Period: 2006–2008).  General Objective: To provide tools and mechanisms to improve measurement capabilities within the Americas, through capacity building and sustainability of the Interamerican Metrology System (SIM).

· Ignacio Hernandez Gutierrez, CENAM, Mexico appointed as Chairman, Professional Development Committee (PDC) in August 2006.  Dr Yoshito Mitani, CENAM, Mexico resigned as PDC Chairman.  The Council thanked him profusely for over ten years of dedicated service.

· The SIM GA was held in Rio de Janiero, Brazil in September 2006 - Prof. Humberto Siqueira Brandi, Director of the Scientific and Industrial Metrology Division of INMETRO-Brazil, was elected President for the period Sept 206-Sept 2008, and the Kenya Bureau of Standards was formally accepted as an Associate Member of SIM.  Dianne Lalla-Rodrigues elected as SIM Representative to NCSLI Board of Directors

· The International Measurement Confederation – IMEKO in co-operation with INMETRO – National Institute of Metrology, Standardization and Industrial Quality and SBM – Brazilian Society of Metrology organise the XVIII IMEKO World Congress Metrology for a Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro, 17–22 September 2006 in conjunction with SIM GA 2006. The Congress was a great scientific and social event for metrologists from all around the world. The authors from 43 countries presented.
· SIM CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 2007:
	MONTH
	DATE
	EVENT
	LOCATION

	February
	8th/9th
	SIM QSTF
	Miami, USA

	March
	13th/14th
	SIM  Council Meeting
	NIST, Washington

	July
	28th/29th
	SIM Council
	St Paul. Minnesota

	September
	23rd / 25th 
	Council Meeting
	NRC-CNRC, Canada

	September
	24th – 25th
	General Assembly
	NRC-CNRC, Canada

	September
	26th-27th
	QSTF
	NRC-CNRC, Canada



STATUS OF QUALITY SYSTEMS AND REVIEW PROCESS IN THE RMO.

Quality Systems Task Force, Miami, February 8-9, 2007.

- 
Update on CMC-BMC definitions - 

· Presentation of QMSs by:

· NIST (USA), update of NIST QMS.
· CENAM (México), DC resistance, and photometry and radiometry.
· NRC (Cánada), ionizing radiation, optical frequency, time and frequency, Chemistry
· LACOMET (Costa Rica), Mass.
· ICE (Costa Rica, designated institute), electrical energy, time and frequency.

	COUNTRY
	QUALITY SYSTEM
	DECLARATION
	SIM REVIEW
	QUANTITIES

	Argentina
	17025
	Accreditation 
	In progress
	Mass, Length, Acoustics, Ionizing Radiation, Temperature, Radiometry, Force, Pressure, Electrical, Vibration

	Brazil
	17025

Guide 34
	Self Declaration 
	Approved 
	Electrical, Mechanical,  Length, Mass and Related Quantities, Metal Concentrations in Water, Ethanol in Water, Thermometry, Humidity, Acoustics, Vibration, Photometry and Radiometry, Chemistry, Radiological Protection, Dosimetry, Time and Frequency, 

	Canada
	17025

Guide 34
	Self Declaration
	In progress
	Acoustics, Vibration, Photometry and Radiometry, Ionizing Radiation, Mass, Dimension, Electrical, Thermometry, Volume and Density, Chemistry, Time and Frequency, Optical 

	Chile
	17025
	Accreditation
	In progress
	Force, Mass, Temperature

	Ecuador
	
	
	
	

	Mexico
	17025

Guide 34

9001:2000
	Self Declaration
	Approved 
	Electrical, Amount of Substance, Time and Frequency, Power and Energy, Chemistry, Length, Mass, Density, Flow, Volume, Force, Pressure, Torque, Material Properties, Temperature, Viscosity, Acoustics, Vibration, Photometry, Humidity, Photometry and Radiometry

	USA
	17025

Guide 34
	Self Declaration
	Approved 
	Chemistry, Materials, Rockwell Hardness, Photometry and Radiometry, Thermodynamics, Ionizing Radiation, Electrical, Time and Frequency, Mass and Related Quantities, Acoustics, Length, Temperature, Pressure, Vacuum, Flow, Density, Volume, Responsivity, Illuminance, Color

	Uruguay
	17025
	Accreditation
	Approved 
	Electrical

	Panama
	17025
	Self Declaration
	
	Pressure, Electrical, Volume, Time and Frequency, Mass, Energy

	Jamaica
	17025
	Accreditation
	In progress
	Mass



	Costa Rica
	17025
	Accreditation
	Approved
	Mass, Electrical, Magnetism, Time and Frequency 

	Venezuela
	
	
	
	


SIM QSTF has also decided to issue certificates for the NMIs that have their QMS approved.

During the SIM Council Meeting of March 12-13, 2007, the Council received Dr Chung of KRISS.  The discussions focused on particular areas for collaboration between APMP and SIM.  She then proposed that APMP and SIM work together to promote two joint workshops: one on a Senior Metrologist Approval Program (SMAP) and another one on Measurement Uncertainty. The first one was envisaged in a context in which Quality Systems assessments are becoming more and more important. The aim of the workshop, therefore, is to investigate qualifications for an assessor, which are based on RMO’s and Accreditation Body requirement and to obtain an agreement among qualifications so that it is recognized across the Board.

The 2007 SIM GA will be hosted by Canada.  A number of activities are planned:

	MONTH
	DATE
	EVENT
	LOCATION

	September
	23rd  
	Council Meeting
	NRC-CNRC, Canada

	September
	24th – 25th
	General Assembly
	NRC-CNRC, Canada

	September
	25th (pm)
	Council Meeting
	NRC-CNRC, Canada

	September
	26th-27th
	QSTF
	NRC-CNRC, Canada

	September
	27th – 28th 
	JCRB
	NRC-CNRC, Canada

	September
	TBD
	Chemical Metrology Symposium
	NRC-CNRC, Canada


In addition, the Chemical Metrology Working will be celebrating its 10th Anniversary and accordingly Dr Willie May, Chairman; QMWG is organizing a [celebration] symposium on Chemical Metrology in conjunction with the SIM GA 2007.

SIM PROJECT ON CHEMICAL METROLOGY (PARTIAL SUPPORT FROM GERMAN GOVERNMENT):
· SIM Chemical Metrology Working Group Meetings/Workshops, September 18th and 19th of 2006, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil;
· ‘Chemistry Proficiency Assessment Studies’ are ongoing and is expected to continue well into 2007 focusing on the following areas: synthetic natural gas, toxic metals in seafood subsequent, carbon dioxide in stack emissions, and cholesterol and toxic metals in meat homogenate

SIM RULES OF PROCEDURE:
During 2007, SIM through the Document Working Group will review and update the Rules of Procedure to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of change over of the Presidency.

SIM will continue in its quest to build the Metrology Infrastructure of the Americas in an effort to foster economic develop, trade, market access, environmental protection and improved quality of life for all.

Of Note:

SIM participate in the Meeting on CIPM MRA held in South Africa.  Presentations were made by Costa Rica and Panama on their experiences as new signatories of the MRA.

SIM Time and Frequency Programme:  aimed at comparing present capability of member and building capacity of other members using a comparison method.  

In Conclusion:

SIM will continue to conduct activities aimed at achieving its Mission to build the metrology infrastructure in the Americas focused mainly on enhancing inter-regional trade and reducing barriers to trade arising from measurement issues.  The work done over the years has seen increased capacity in measurement capability in the region.  Of significant note is the increase in the number of signatory members of the MRA especially by smaller members:  Costa Rica, Panama and Jamaica.  Of special note is the associate membership of CARICOM – and economic bloc of countries: eight of which are covered by the Associate Membership.  This is new territory for the MRA and the logistics of how it will operate is still being finalized between BIPM, CARIMET/CARICOM & SIM QSTF.

I wish to thank all those organizations and persons present who have in any way supported the activities of SIM in the past year and look forward to your continued support in the coming year.
Dianne Lalla-Rodrigues

Director ABBS/SIM Representative to NCSLI
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