
SIM XI I General Assem bly
SIM XII Asamblea Gener a l

Rio de Ja neiro, Sept ember 16 th and 17 th, 2006
Rio de Janeiro, Septiembre 16 th and 17 th, 2006

Draft m inut es

AGENDA
Fi rst Day: Sat urd ay, Sept ember 16 t h, 2006

ITEM 1. Accredita tion Of Del egates

ITEM 2. Verifica tion Of Quor um (Installa tion Of Gen eral Assembly)

ITEM 3. Approval of the Agenda.

ITEM 4. Welcome from Presiden t of INMETRO, Prof. Joã o Jornada

ITEM 5. Report from SIM President, Dianne Lalla-Rodrig ues

ITEM 6. Approval of the Minut es from the P revious Gen eral Assembly

ITEM 7. Report fr om Technical Permanent Ad visor, Clai re Saundry / Stephen
Carpenter

ITEM 8. Report fr om Executive  Secretary, Oscar Harasi c

ITEM 9. Report fr om Technical Committee a nd SIM Repres entative to  the JCRB,
Luis Mussio

ITEM 10. Report from SIM Representative t o NCSLI, Hum berto Brandi

ITEM 11. Report f rom Professi onal Develop ment Committ ee, Ignacio Hernandez

ITEM 12. Council Resolutions

ITEM 13: Sub-Region al Meetings

ITEM 14: Presenta tion of Sub-R egional Repor ts:

CAME T – Gustavo Montiel
ANDIMET – Juan Car los Castil lo
SURAME T – Ever Cabrera
CARIMET – Francis Hamilton
NORAME T – Jim McLaren

Second Day: Sund ay, Sept ember 17 t h, 2006

ITEM 15. Reinstallation o f the Genera l Assembly
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ITEM 16. Quality System Task Force Activit ies Report,  William And erson

ITEM 17. Report o f SIM-PTB Project on Che mical Metrol ogy, Willie  May

ITEM 18. Presenta tion of Othe r Organisatio ns attendin g the Genera l Assembly

      -    IMEKO

- NCSLI

- CIPM/B IPM

- PTB

- EUROME T

- APMP

- SADCME T/AFR IMET

- OIML

- COOME T

- NAVSEA

ITEM 19. Next Gen eral Assembl ies (NORAME T-2007, CAME T-2008)

ITEM 20. Election  of SIM Pres ident (2006-2 008)

ITEM 21. Other Bu siness

ITEM 22. Closing Session

Meet ing:

1. Accredi t at ion of Delegat es

The President Dianne Lalla-Rod rigues welco med the SIM m embers prese nt at the
XII General Assem bly.

2. Ver if icat ion of Quorum (Inst al lat ion of General A ssembly)

As 24 out of 34 m embers were present, quor um was estab lished (the list of
participants is in Annex 1).

3. Appr oval of t he Agenda

Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues suggest ed moving  Item 6 (Counci l Resolution s) to Item 1 2,
since there would  be discussi ons under  Items 7, 8, 9,  10 and 11 th at would hel p
the understanding and discussin g of Counci l Resolutions . She also p roposed
including the rep ort of the f ollowing or ganizations u nder Agenda I tem 18: NCSLI,
OIML, and SADCME T/AF RIMET.

After these amend ments, the a genda was app roved withou t further com ments.

4. Welcome f rom President of I nmet ro, Prof. João Jorn ada

Prof. João Jornad a, President of INMETRO, thanked and welcomed all SI M
members and associa te organiza tions presen t at the XII General Ass embly of SIM.
He stressed that  the Brazili an government understands metrology as  an importan t
tool for developm ent, and rep orted the in vestments th e Brazilian government ha s
been making in me trology with  new laborat ories at  INMETRO. He said it was a very
important opportu nity for  INMETRO to host  SIM activi ties since th e organizati on
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could be defined as one of th e most import ant regiona l metrology organizations
world wide.  Jo� o Jornada als o committed himself and  INME TRO staff to support
SIM and hoped the  whole work for the follo wing days c ould be a ve ry successfu l
period.

5. Report from SIM President , Diann e Lall a-Rodr igues

Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues informe d that the r eport had be en included i n the
workbook and wil l be publishe d on SIM webp age.

She initiated her  speech by w elcoming all members pre sent at the XII SIM Annua l
General Assembly,  especially welcoming  th e representa tives from o ther RMO’s an d
from other  Intern ational Metr ology Organiz ations.

In he r speech, Di anne Lalla-Ro drigues made  some remark s, emphasizin g the
following topics : the Evalua tion of SIM Project 2002-2 004 ± “Metr ology for th e
Americas”, conduc ted by Mr. B rian Thompson, as requeste d by OAS; th e SIM
Project 2005-2008 ± “Implement ation of me trology Infra structures o f the Americ as
to support Free Trade and Qual ity of Life” ; SIM’s Par ticipation i n Internatio nal
Metrology Events and about SIM Activities  of 2004/2005 .

Concerning the fi rst topic ±  the Evaluati on of SIM Pr oject 2002-20 04 ± she str essed
that only a few responses wer e provided b y SIM member s, which com promised a
more detailed eva luation. She  asked SIM me mbers to be aware of th e importance of
providing these r esponses in c ase activit ies of this nature may co me up in th e
future.

Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues also i nformed that SIM continue s to partici pate in vari ous
international and  regional me trology acti vities; of particular i mportance thi s year
was the particip ation in the  launching of  AFRIMETS (The African Metrology
System), in Pret oria, South A frica. The proposed struc ture of AFRI METS was based
on the SIM Struct ure, with so me of the sa me aims and objectives s ince the
composition of me mbers’ (AF RIMETS) capabil ity is simi lar to that of SIM.  Sh e
stressed that the  coming into  being of th is RMO is a  big plus fo r Metrology world
wide and would a llow interac tion and col laboration.

She emphasized tha t they have been in discu ssion with s ome of our sister/brothe r
organizations who  wish to bec ome associat e members/obs ervers of th e SIM GA,
hoping to complet e these arran gements shor tly.

Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues thanked Trinidad and Tobago Burea u of Standard s for
hosting the last  General Asse mbly. Shortl y after the  last GA, Dr  Stephen Carp enter
announced his reti rement from  NIST after a long and d istinguished career, and
after many years as the SIM Technical Advi sor.  We we re indeed sad dened to lea rn
that he had retir ed but as fa te would hav e it he has been contract ed by NIST to
continue as the SIM TA. Claire Saundry pro vided techni cal support s ervices in t he
interim for whic h we are ver y grateful a nd we look f orward to a  continued fr uitful
working relations hip with bot h Steve and C laire.

In co nclusion she  thanked INMETRO for host ing the Secre tariat durin g this perio d
and especially to Taynah Lopes  de Souza fo r the work do ne in coordi nating the
year’s activitie s, especiall y the Genera l Assembly, what had not b een an easy  task
since INMETRO was also hostin g the IMEKO Conference.

6. Appr oval of t he Minut es from t he Previous General A ssem bly
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Anselm Gittens, from Saint Lu cia asked wh ether SIM ha d discontinue d the
activities devel oped by WP Training. Ignacio Hernandez  explained t hat the acti vity
had not been disco ntinued and t hat more inf ormation on the matter w ould be
discussed during h is report. Dianne Lalla-R odrigues add ed that the contract mad e
with WP Training had come to an end and wa s not renewe d because of an
insufficient numb er of posit ive evaluatio ns from SIM members  who took the
training.

Errol Samuel, fro m Antigua an d Barbuda, as ked about the  list of pa rticipants o f
last General Asse mbly, which  was supposed  to be includ ed as annexed  to the
minutes but was n ot available.

Recalling the pre sentation mad e by APMP/DE C during the  last GA, Di anne Lalla-
Rodrigues explaine d that she di d not have a response fr om Angela Sam uel about
possible cooperat ive activit ies, and she informed she  would then b e in contact  with
the representativ e of APMP,  Ichiro Fujima to  get furt her informa tion concernin g the
matter.

Efrain Paz, from  Honduras, as ked to update  the informa tion of COH CIT on SIM
webpage and the l ist of SIM members.

Luis Mussio then informed all  members tha t he has been  requesting everybody to
update the inform ation of eac h NMI but he has not been  receiving e nough
responses. Hector  Nava Jaimes  then emphasi zed that it  is importan t that every
SIM member coopera tes and that  each time s ome change o ccurs people should
inform the secret ary and the TC Chair.

On the minutes  Item 6 (Ratif ication of C ouncil Resol utions), Dian ne Lalla-
Rodrigues requeste d the correc tion of the v erb ‘partic ipate' to ‘vot e' on the s econd
paragraph since i t is necessa ry to be a SIM member and  a CIPM sign atory to vo te
in QSTF and not participate, since the pa rticipation is open to a ll intereste d.

On Item 13 (Prese ntation of other organiz ations atten ding the Gene ral Assembly ),
where it is wri tten ‘APMP/NE C', should be written ‘AP MP/DEC'.

Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues also as ked to chang e the word ‘s atisfactory' for
‘satisfaction' on  the last se ntence of  Item 17.

After these comme nts and amend ments the mi nutes from p revious Gener al
Assembly were app roved.

Resolut ion GA01 / 06 : Approval o f the minutes  of the XI General Assem bly held in
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Octobe r 10 th and 11 th, 2005 .

7. Report from Techn ical Perm anent Advisor, Clai re Saundr y/S t eph en
Carp ent er

Steve Carpenter m ade a present ation about the SIM Proj ect 2005-2008  ±
ªImp lementation o f metrology Infrastructur es of the A mericas to s upport Free
Trade and Quality of Lifeº, which was in cluded in th e workbook and will also  be
publicized on SIM web  page. H e mainly pre sented the o bjectives, i ndicators, m eans
of verification and assumptions of th e project, a s well as i ts budget and
disbursement plan  for each coo rdinating in stitution ( NIST, CENAM and LA TU). He
showed the execut ion work pla n for 2007, e xpecting tha t the budget of US$
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300,000.00 will b e disbursed in two insta llments duri ng the year.  For 2008, St eve
Carpenter explain ed that the same structur e of work p lan will be used.

After his present ation some p oints were r aised by SIM members.  Ji m McLaren
asked about when th e disburseme nt of the f irst part o f the budget would be mad e.
Steve Carpenter r eplied that even though it was should  be released  in January it
would probably occ ur only in March.

Anselm Gittens, from St. Luc ia then asked for a clar ification co ncerning why  was it
necessary to send  support lett ers to the OAS every yea r if the pro ject was
formulated for a  four-year pe riod. Oscar  Harasic expl ained that t his is due t o the
reason that OAS' b udget is app roved each ye ar and, ther efore, they request that
countries send sup port letter  every year.

For the support l etter to be sent next ye ar there has been already  prepared a d raft
model, which sha ll be circul ated to all SIM members by the Execut ive Secretar y.
Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues took t his opportuni ty to emphas ize the impo rtance that
SIM members send t he support letter to th e OAS so that  the budget is n ot reduc ed.

Hratch Semerjian then made so me remarks co ncerning the  benefit each  country
obtains from the project. He  suggested th e inclusion of a list o f participat ion in
training activit ies as attac hment to the  support let ter, what co uld help pol icy
makers to evaluat e the suppor t letter. Ev en though thi s informatio n is include d in
this PDC report,  he proposed summarizing it and attac hing it to t he support l etter
to help.

8. Report from Execut ive Secret ary, Oscar H arasic

Oscar Harasic pre sented the m ain activit ies conducted  by the Execu tive Secreta ry
during the year o f 2006. The report was inc luded in th e GA workboo k and will b e
published on SIM web page.

The Executive Secretary initi ated his repo rt thanking and congratul ating INMETRO
and its President , Dr. Joao J ornada, for offering to host and to collaborate in the
organization of t he XII SIM General Assemb ly and rela ted activiti es. He then
informed SIM membe rs that sin ce the last General Asse mbly meeting  held in Por t
of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago in October 2 005, the Exec utive Secret ariat had
collaborated wit h the Preside ncy, the Coun cil, the C ommittees and  the Technical
Working Groups to  fulfill th e activitie s and goals e stablished a t this meeti ng,
encompassing acti vities relat ed to logis tical support  in three ca tegories:
administrative, technical, an d disseminat ion of infor mation to SIM members.

Additionally the SIM Executiv e Secretary informed the assembly tha t the Specia l
Multilateral Fund  of the Int eramerican Co mmittee for  Integral De velopment
(FEMCIDI) proces s under the framework of the Executiv e Secretaria t for Integr al
Development (SE DI) was under current revi sion. The Metrology proj ect is part of
FEMCI DI/ CIDI/SE DI.

Oscar Harasic al so informed that in prel iminary conve rsations amo ng the US
Mission to the OA S and OAS st aff members,  it was com municated tha t an increas e
in funding for th e Metrology project was under consid eration, and that other
avenues were bein g explored to gether that will result  in a more a ctive role of the
Department of Sci ence and Technology (DS T) of the OAS in the manag ement of the
project funds and  overall supe rvision.
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Another question r aised by the  Executive Se cretary was  related to the possibil ity
that the DS T and the German M etrology Institute (P TB) establish a  horizontal
cooperation proje ct in the en ergy sector (natural gas ).  In order  to assess t he
opportunity for s uch a projec t, Mr. Johann es Emmerling, a  consulta nt for the P TB,
is currently wor king in OAS Department i n Washington elaborating a pre-feasib ility
study.  Together, they have a greed to spec ifically ex plore four cou ntries: Me xico
and Brazil as pot ential partn ers or donor  countries pr oviding tech nical assist ance
to Bolivia and P eru acting a s recipient c ountries. The focus of t he project i s to
improve the natio nal quality infrastructu re in the ga s sector, di rected to NMI s and
other national la boratories d edicated to measurements of flow, pr essure,
temperature and c alorific val ue.

The SIM Executive  Secretary al so emphasize d that he wa s working in  the directi on
of expanding the sources of po ssible finan cing for NMIs, and for i ncreasing th e
collaboration wi th the Natio nal Council of Standard L aboratories I nternationa l
(NCSLI), and wit h other pote ntial donors .

In th e area of pu blications, he informed they had rec eived collabo ration from P TB
for a new public ation entitl ed: ª The Answer to the G lobal Qualit y Challenge: A
National Quality Infrastruct ureº to be pu blished earl y next year.

Finally, Oscar H arasic repor ted that, th ere had been a convocation to  elect t he SIM
President (2006-20 08) in May 2 006, as esta blished by SIM Statutes. A letter of
invitation and su bsequent e-ma ils to nomin ate candidat es were sent  to all NMIs i n
the 34 Member Sta tes. The letter specifie d three prer equisites:  letter of s upport of
their Government and their in stitution, t o present a plan of actio n for SIM, and  a
detailed CV of t he candidate,  specifying July 31st, 2 006 as a dead line for th e
submission of can didates in ac cordance wit h SIM statut es.

In re sponse to th e invitation , the two ca ndidates tha t were prese nted and ful filled
all the establis hed prerequis ites were: Mrs. Dianne Lalla-Rodrigu es, Directo r of the
Antigua and Barbuda  Bureau of Standards and Prof. Humbe rto Siqueira B randi,
Director of the Scientific a nd Industria l Metrology of INMETRO-Brazil.

The Executive Secretary then e xpressed his best wishes  to both cand idates
reiterating his desire to ma intain an exc ellent work ing relations hip with th e SIM
President and als o in continui ng to work with Members  of the Coun cil, Direct ors of
NMI's, Internatio nal Organiz ations, and do nor agencies , since thes e represente d
crucial relations hips to stre ngthen techn ical assistan ce among part ners, and to
promote horizonta l cooperatio n for the ben efit of the Int eramerican M etrology
System and the wh ole hemispher e in general.

At the end of the  Executive Se cretary's re port, Franci s Hamilton, from Trinidad and
Tobago, requested more informa tion concern ing the trai ning that is  under
preparation in th e area of na tural gas, s ince the coun try has grea t interest i n
participating in  this kind o f activity. Oscar  Harasi c informed t hat this pr oject is st ill
under a feasibil ity study and  as soon as th ere is a d elineation o f its conduc tion the
information wil l be dissemin ated among SIM members. He also said  the theme o f
energy is one of main interes ts in OAS w hich shall de dicate its next general
assembly, to be h eld in Panam a, to this t heme.

Gustavo Rangugni,  from Argenti na, recalled  that last March there w as a Natura l
Gas Seminar in Ar gentina, an area of inte rest in the country as w ell and also
showed interest i n participa ting in the p roject menti oned by Osca r Harasic.
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Humberto Brandi,  from Brazi l then reaff irmed that  INMETRO is willing to
participate and c ooperate in the project,  and supporte d the inclus ion of Argent ina
in the project.

Anselm Gittens, from Saint Lu cia, also sup ported the inclusion of Trinidad and
Tobago in the discussions conc erning the su bject.

Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues then en couraged thos e countries interested i n one of the
areas related to  the gas sect or (measureme nts of flo w, pressure,  temperature and
calorific value)  to be cover ed in the pr oject to get  in touch wi th Oscar Har asic.

9. Report from Techn ical Commi tt ee and SIM Repr esent at ive t o t he JCRB,
Luis Mussio

Luis Mussio prese nted both rep orts, which will be pub lished on SIM web page. He
initiated his pr esentation by  informing t he assembly that there h ave been no
changes in SIM Working Groups  Chairs but i n the repres entatives of  the sub-
regions in some W G. He asked  regional coo rdinators to  send him upd ated
information about  the new rep resentatives to WGs and TC. He also  informed tha t
there are quite a  few interc omparisons und er way, e.g . in the are as of temper ature,
electricity, mas s, flow and  chemistry.

Luis Mussio also briefly pres ented the te chnical semi nars that hav e been held since
the last General  Assembly, a s well as th e proposals for seminars and workshop s for
the next year. On e of them w ill be dedic ated to the dissemination of  the for m of
preparation of CMCs and the f orm of inte rpreting and making repor ts and
presenting result s of compari sons (key, sup plementary, etc.),  as well as
harmonizing the a ctivity of m aking compari son within SIM with th e rest of th e
world.

Luis Mussio then informed tha t the CMCs of SIM Member s continue t o be added t o
the BIPM database . He pointed  out the add ition of CMCs of the fi rst CMCs fr om
Jamaica and Panama .

He also remarked that in the  last JCRB me eting in it em 11 of the  agenda, eac h
region presented its quality system. In t his opportun ity the SIM quality syst em
review process wa s recognized for  its me rits and rec eived many co mpliments. M ore
information wil l be given by  William And erson, durin g his report under point 16 of
this agenda.  In t he JCRB mee ting the docu ment ªCriter ia for the S election of  Peers
for Reviewsº was  approved and  will soon be  distribute d. It will  also be app lied to
NMIs' auditors, since the te rm `peers' is of quite w ide scope.

SIM p articipated in  a technic al meeting b etween regio nal metrolog y organizati ons
and regional accr editation org anizations, with  the ma in theme bein g the unific ation
of criteria betw een accredit ation bodies and the part icipants of the MRA conce rning
how to evaluate q uality syste ms of N MI. More informa tion may be obtained fro m
Annamaria Narizan o, from Urug uay, who par ticipated in  the meeting  representing
SIM. The last tec hnical meeti ng ?

Luis Mussio, also  briefly mad e some comme nts about oth er activiti es not direc tly
directed to the TC or JCRB, but importan t to mention , as the new  SIM brochure
with a new desig n projected b y INDECO PI (Peru), whic h is ready t o be printed .
Besides, he ment ioned the ass istance provi ded during N CSLI meeting s through th e
SIM b ooth.
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Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues reminde d that the d ocument, men tioned by Lui s Mussio,
about the review of SIM QS is an ongoing p rocess and everyone coul d make
observations, sin ce it is po sted on SIM web page. Con cerning the SIM brochure,
she thanked Jose Dajes, from Peru, for con ducting the revision and  said that an y
help is welcome to this proc ess. About th e representa tion of SIM i n the booth  at
NCSLI meeting, s he said that  the same peo ple end up ma king this re presentation
and it would be i nteresting if we could have other v olunteers to  this task.

Pedro Espina asked  Luis Mussio  to make som e comments ab out the CIPM MRA
logo. He then in formed that d uring the la st JCRB mee ting the log o and the rul es its
usage were define d. These documents are inc luded in th e open part o f B IPM web
page, where any i nterested pa rty can have access to.  It is importa nt to menti on, he
added, that the u sage of the logo is volu ntary.

10 . Report from SIM Repr esent at ive t o NCSLI, H um bert o Brand i

Humberto Brandi, SIM Represen tative to th e NCSLI, mad e a report,  which was
included in GA wo rkbook and w ill also be p ublished on SIM web page . He mainly
reported the SIM representati on at the at  the last th ree NCSLI Board of Dire ctors
meetings, inform ing that a f ourth one was scheduled t o be held in Querétaro,
México, October 2 006. He als o informed ab out the chang es that occu rred
concerning the po sition of so me members o f the NCS LI Board of Di rectors.

Hratch Semerjian then made a small correc tion to the report, expl aining that in
fact the new rep resentatives to NCSLI Board of Dire ctors were no t `nominated ' but
`elected' to thei r position.

Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues then ma de some rema rks concernin g the discus sion of the
last NCS LI meeti ng, held in  Nashville, concerning th e issues of training and  of what
appears to be a d ecline of th e number of metrologists and the inc reasing age o f
metrologists arou nd the world .

Humberto Brandi t hen took the  opportunity to mention t hat in Braz il it has be en
possible to engag e a signific ant number o f young metro logists, pa rtly as a res ult of
the fellowship p rogram conduc ted in Brazi l for post-d oc students,  researchers and
so on, concentrat ing on metro logists and y oung metrolo gists. In B razil, he sa id,
metrology is bein g renewed, t hrough the co nstruction o f new facil ities and ne w
laboratories (fl ow, materia ls, chemistr y and telecom munication) i n INMETRO,
aligned to the in dustrial po licy of Braz ilian govern ment. He als o emphasized the
development of a five-year s trategic plan  for metrol ogy in Brazi l which was
important to rai se awareness of its impo rtance.

Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues then re marked that considering t he developme nt of
metrology in Bra zil, there s hould be mor e discussion about such qu estions among
INMETRO and NCS LI.

Hratch Semerjian then made so me comments a bout the imp ortance of t he new
trends in metrolo gy, which i s a dynamic ar ea in whic h one can not ice meaningf ul
changes in its mo st important  sub-areas wi th the coex istence of t raditional an d
modern ones, like  nanotechnolo gy, for exam ple. He fin alized he di d not have th e
feeling that met rology was a n area which a s going dow n, but that there was a shift
going on with ne w areas of i nterest of s ignificant m etrology stu dies.

Robert Kaarls, CIPM represent ative, defend ed that ide a that the ne w fields of
metrology bring a  lot of cha llenges and t hat a more a ctive positio n from
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consultative grou ps is an imp ortant strat egy to bring  more awarene ss and deal
with the new tre nds.

11 . Report from Professional Development Commi tt ee, Ignacio Hern and ez

Before Ignacio H ernandez, fro m CENAM, in itiated his report, Dian ne Lalla-
Rodrigues made som e remarks co ncerning the excellent w ork done by t he past
PDC Chair, Yoshi to Mitani. S he explained  that Yoshito  Mitani had  left the po sition
of PDC Chair, ha ving then bee n replaced b y Ignacio He rnandez, als o from CENAM .
She then said a f ew words abo ut the great  job conducte d by Yoshito  Mitani and
formally thanked him and CENA M for the co operation dur ing the last  ten years.

Ignac io Hernandez  then initia ted his prese ntation info rming the as sembly that the
report had been pr epared by Yos hito Mitani , who before  leaving PDC  Chair posi tion
made a detailed r eport about the period i n which he w orked within  SIM. A hard
copy of the repor t was distr ibuted to SIM members and  the presenta tion will b e
published on SIM web page.

Ignac io Hernandez  mainly prese nted the act ivities cond ucted by the  PDC between
October 2005 and Au gust 2006. H e also made some remarks  about the ªOn line
Training by Workplace Trainingº, during th e period fro m January to  December of
2005.

He finally prese nted the futu re activiti es for the n ext year, su ch as the tr aining in
the following ar eas: Mass & Related Quan tity in Bol ivia (AN DIMET) in Novemb er
2006; Legal Metro logy in Domi nican Republi c (CARIMET) in February 2 007 and
Thermometry in Guatemala (CAME T) in March  2007.

Hernando Florez, from Panama,  then remarke d that it wa s necessary to update th e
name of PDC repre sentatives i n each sub-r egion, since  new represen tatives have
been nominated by  the end of l ast year.

Manfred Kochsiek as ked for mor e informatio n about the legal metrol ogy seminar to
be held in Februar y in Domini can Republic and also aske d if OIML c ould support
any of the activ ities to be conducted in this opportu nity. Ignaci o Hernandez
informed that eve ry year SIM has been prom oting some a ctivity in the field o f legal
metrology. In 200 6, there was  a very succe ssful semin ar in Brazil , dedicated to  the
issue of gas disp ensers. He s aid in this  workshop it  was noticed  the necessit y of
having further di scussion abou t the electro nic content  of gas dispe nsers, and t his
is supposed to be  discussed in  the seminar  predicted t o Dominican Republic.

Steve Carpenter t hen said a f ew words abo ut the agree ment signed b y SIM with
OIML about  ten ye ars ago, thi s being the first agreeme nt signed b y SIM with a n
outside organizat ion. In his view, SIM ha s not been e njoying the opportunity
brought by this a greement and maybe it is time to int ensify coope rative
arrangements betw een both orga nizations. H e proposed t o disseminate OIML
information in SIM workshops and seminars so NMIs can  benefit fro m this
information. Dian ne Lalla-Rod rigues then p roposed that  the PDC Cha ir get in
contact with the  Chair of th e Legal Metr ology and of  the Mass Wor king Groups.

12 . Rat ific at ion of Counci l Resolut ions:

Luis Mussio prese nted the res olutions take n by SIM Cou ncil since t he last Gene ral
Assembly, in orde r to get the m ratified by all SIM m embers. Conc erning resol utions
taken during the Council Meet ing held in P ort of Spain/ Trinidad an d Tobago, on
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October 09 th 2005, ri ght after la st General A ssembly, al l four resol utions were
ratified with no  amendment no r comments.

After the ratifi cation of CR 11/05, which  acknowledged the  interes t of Kenya
Bureau of Standard s (KEBS) to  take part of  SIM activi ties and sugg ested sendin g
KEBS the requireme nts to becom e an Associa te Member, D ianne Lalla-Ro drigues
explained that KEB S had taken the necessary  steps to be come an Assoc iate
Member and theref ore, invited  them to joi n the main t able of the assembly. M r. Joel
Kioko then said a  few words c oncerning the  satisfacti on of KEBS o f becoming an
associate member of SIM and t he importanc e for the in stitute to b e able to
participate in SIM activitie s.

Regarding council  resolutions of the year 2 006, the fo llowing comm ents have bee n
made. On CR 01/06 and CR 02/06 , which were  related to  the resignat ion of
Yoshito Mitani a s Chairman o f the PDC, an d the appoin tment of Ign acio Hernande z
as Chairman of th e PDC. Luis  Mussio point ed out the e xcellent jo b conducted by
Yoshito Mitani. E ver Cabrera , from Paragu ay, proposed to make a fo rmal letter
congratulating hi m for this ten years ded icated to SIM activitie s, especiall y his
support to the le ss developed  countries i n the region . Luis Mussio  then suggest ed
that a copy of th e minutes be  sent by the  secretary t o Yoshito Mit ani so he i s aware
of the support re ceived durin g the Genera l Assembly. Dianne Lalla-Ro drigues the n
recalled that hi s institutio n, CENAM, sh ould also be  congratulate d for suppor ting
Yoshito Mitani i n the conduct ion of his a ctivities w ithin SIM.

CR 03/06 and CR 04 / 06 were als o ratified, concerning  the retiremen t of Steve
Carpenter from NIST, and the subsequent ac ceptation of  the appointm ent by NIST
of Steve Carpente r as the new  Permanent Technical Advi sor to SIM. Anselm
Gittens, from Sa int Lucia the n asked for m ore clarif ication abou t this situa tion.
Steve Carpenter t hen explained  that this po sition of Permanent Technical Adviso r
to SIM belongs t o NIST, which decided to  invite him back to share  the positio n with
Claire Saundry, w hile she is  learning th e activities involved  in this  positi on to
eventually take a ll responsib ility involv ed in the po sition.

About CR 05/06, w hich states t hat commerci al presentat ions will n ot be accepte d
during GA meeting s and that pr esentations from private  companies sh ould be done
during SIM semina rs and should  be of techn ical content , Luis Mussi o summarized
the process throug h which the  Council arri ved at this  resolution, which  happene d
during the last C ouncil Meeti ng held in Nashville/USA in  August ( more informa tion
can be obtained di n the minute s of this me eting). Jos e Dajes, fro m Peru suppo rted
this decision and  so did Hrat ch Semerjian who added th at this was a quite obvi ous
statement. Dianne  Lalla-Rodri gues remarked  that even t hough it look ed obvious, i t
was important to  make it cle ar so we avo id going thr ough this sit uation in ne ar
future. Annamaria Narizano, f rom Uruguay,  then brought  up the quest ion that
sometimes, in ce rtain semina rs, the priv ate company t akes the res ponsibility of
making a technica l presentatio n but in re ality makes a commercial one.  Dianne
Lalla-Rodrigues t hen suggested  that Technical Committe es Chairs ev aluate each
situation to reac h consensus o n the matter .

Regarding CR 05/06,  which deci ded to defer  the proposa l of a new TC-PDC
structure  until  the discussi on about the Pilot Proje ct OAS, Luis Mussio clar ified
that was due to t he existence  of too many  pending issu es, requirin g the
postponement of t he discussion  on a new TC-PDC structu re.
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Concerning CR 06/0 6 which ackn owledges the interest of  ASTM to take part of SIM
activities as an  observer mem ber,  Diann e Lalla-Rodri gues stated that she had
been in contact w ith AS TM people who could  not be pres ent at this Assembly but
they were still  interested i n becoming a n observer me mber of SIM.

About CR 07/06, w hich was rel ated to addre ss a letter  to the OAS,  with a form al
response to the Ev aluation Rep ort of the SIM project 2 002-2004, som e comments
were made. Jose D ajes, from Peru, made th e observatio n that a res olution was
being ratified i n which SIM members did n ot have know ledge of the  content of the
response to be se nt. Dianne L alla-Rodrigue s then asked  the secretar y to distrib ute
a copy of the le tter to each  SIM member an d in case t here was any  suggestion t his
could be discusse d on the seco nd day of th e GA.

Resolut ion GA02 / 06 : The Genera l Assembly ra tified all  Council Reso lutions of t he
years 2005/06 wit h no amendment s.

Errol Samuel, fro m Antigua e Barbuda, the n asked for a  brief summa ry of the OA S
Evaluation Report , what was p rovided by St eve Carpente r, reminding  that the fu ll
report had been se nt in advanc e to all SIM Members.

Hector Nava Jaim es, from Mex ico, made so me comments criticizing the structur e
followed by OAS to develop th e evaluation of  SIM Proj ect for 2004 . In his vi ew, the
problem arose at the first m oment when th e consultant chosen  to ta ke the
evaluation ahead h ad no technic al experienc e in the fi eld of metro logy.

13 . Sub -Regional Meet ings

The participants of the five  sub-regions of SIM had t heir meeting s, as part o f the X II
General Assembly.  Before goin g to the me etings, Luis  asked CAME T to study the
possibility of h olding the 20 08 GA, to ke ep the conti nuity of alt ernating the
organization of t he event in each sub-regio n.

14 . Present at ion of Sub -regional Report s

After their meet ings, each co ordinator mad e a brief r eport to the General Ass embly.

CAMET: Gustavo Montiel, from  Nicaragua, m ade the pres entation of CAMET
activities conduc ted from Sep tember 2005 t o September 2 006.  The report will b e
published on SIM web page. Amo ng the activ ities presen ted in his r eport, he
emphasized the dev elopment coo rdination me eting which occurred in t he end of
2005, with the ob jective of formulating a strategic planning for  the region in the
area of metrolog y. He then p resented the comparisons c arried out b y CAME T
members as much as  the strengt hening of me trology infr astructure i n each
country of the su b-region. He  finally pre sented the c alendar of te chnical act ivities
for intercomparis ons and trai ning for the  period 2006-2 007.

ANDIMET: Juan Carlos Castill o, from Bol ivia, made t he presentati on of AN DIMET
activities for t he period of  November 20 05 to Septemb er 2006. The report was
included in the w orkbook and will be publi shed on SIM web  page. In his  report ,
Juan Carlos Cast illo briefly  made some co mments on th e seminars, conferences
and training acti vities offe red during th e period. La stly he pres ented the ne w flow
laboratory opened  in IBME TRO with the supp ort of P TB. At the end of the repor t,
Jose Dajes, from  Peru, made s ome comments  informing t hat in AN DIMET they
have been trying to promote t raining acti vities that may also cou nt on the
participation of  interested c ountries fro m other sub-r egions of SIM, overcomi ng
geographic barrie rs.



SIM XII General Assembly Minutes ± Draft 16th and 17th ± Sept 2006                                                                                                   Page 12 of 18

SURAMET: Ever Cabrera made som e brief rem arks on 2005-2006  SURAME T
activities, such  as: activit ies with th e participat ion of SURAME T instructor s,
answers to activ ities relate d to chemica l metrology, the  situati on of the f ive NMIs of
the sub-region, an d finally t he concrete activities p redicted to the period o ct/2005
to sept/2006. The report was included in t he workbook a nd will be published on
the SIM web page . At the end of SURAME T report Dianne Lalla-Rodrigu es
requested SIM memb ers that al l documents a nd training information be published
on S IM web page, so intereste d parties may  benefit fr om them.

CARIMET: Francis Hamilton, f rom Trinidad and Tobago, made a presen tation that
will be publishe d on SIM web  page. He in itiated his report inform ing that th ere has
been new draft me trology legi slation in some NMIs of the sub-regi on: Barbado s,
Jamaica and Antigua  & Barbuda.  He also mad e some comme nts on the t raining
activities and n ew faciliti es in the sub- region. Fra ncis Hamilto n finished h is report
informing about t he Work Plan  2006/2007 for  CARIMET.

NORAMET: Jim McLaren made som e brief rema rks concernin g the coordin ation
activities in th e sub-region and informed  that the re presentatives of  the thr ee
countries that co mpose the sub- region ± He ctor Nava Ja imes, from Mexico, Hrat ch
Semerjian, from USA, and Jim  McLaren, fro m Canada, wo uld them mak e some
comments since ea ch of them ha d informatio n to be give n, speciall y concerning the
activities direc ted at the d evelopment o f less develo ping countri es of SIM. Dianne
Lalla-Rodrigues t hanked them f or the suppor t the sub-re gion has been  giving to
developing countr ies and congr atulated each  representat ive in this effort.

Second Day: Sund ay, Sept ember 17 t h, 2006

15 . Reinst all at ion of t he General A ssembly

Quorum was verif ied, so the General Assem bly was rei nstalled.

16 . Qual i ty Syst em Task F orce Act ivi t ies Report , Wi ll iam And erson

William Anderson made the pre sentation of  the Quality System  Task Force,
initiating with a brief his tory about i ts creation,  purpose and p ast activit ies. The
report will be p ublished on SIM web page .

William Anderson  informed tha t to date the  QSTF has approved the qu ality
systems from Arge ntina, Braz il, Canada, C hile, Jamai ca, Mexico, Panama, Unit ed
States, and Urugua y (NMIs and  Designated L aboratories) , having nea rly 70 quali ty
systems (specifi c to a techn ical service ) approved. They have als o promoted th e
updating of the SIM09 to inco rporate more efficient p rocesses.

In hi s report Wi lliam Anderso n also remark ed that man y quality sy stems of SIM
members did not r eceive approv al by QSTF and that no N MI has a per fect QSTF
track record. One  worrying i ssue concerns the `deletio n' of 545 SIM CMCs from  the
BIPM database  in April 2005 f rom Argentin a, Brazil, Canada, Chil e, and Urugua y.
Nevertheless abou t 300 of the  545 ªdeletedº CMCs wil l be reinsta ted because o f
decisions made th is year.

17 . Report of SIM-PTB Project on Chemic al Met rology, Wi ll ie May

Willie May made a presentatio n, which wi ll be publis hed on SIM w eb page. He
initiated the pr esentation by  giving a br ief history  of the SIM Chemical Met rology
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Working Group and  the Chemica l Project in itiated in a  partnership with  PTB. Some
questions were po inted out in  his report,  as the crea tion of a web  site to t he CMWG
(http://www.cstl .nist.gov/si m_cmwg_activi ties.html) , and the ma in activitie s
conducted since th e last repo rt made at the  last GA. He showed th e `Chemistry
Proficiency Asses sment Studies ' conducted u ntil the pre sent time an d also those
planned to occur in 2007: synt hetic natura l gas, toxic  metals in s eafood
subsequent, carbon  dioxide in stack emissi ons, and chol esterol and toxic metals  in
meat homogenate. He also pres ented the mai n results o f SIM member s in the
chemical area and  also relate d to the subm ission of CMCs to the BIPM database ,
but he stressed t hat at the m oment only fo ur SIM memb ers have done  so. In the
end of his presen tation, Wil lie May showe d the agenda  for the SIM Chemical
Metrology Working  Group Meeti ngs/Workshops to  occur in  September 18 th and
19 th of 2006, in Rio d e Janeiro, Brazil.

After Willie May 's presentat ion, Humberto Brandi, fr om Brazil, congratulated him
for the work he h as been deve loping in th e CMWG and p ointed out th at the SIM-
PTB Project for Chemistry ha s been a huge success and it could be used as an
example.

Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues then re marked that both QSTF and CMWG have w eb
pages and requeste d that a lin k be created in SIM web page to the two working
groups.

18 . Present at ion of ot her organizat ions att ending t he General A ssembly

IMEKO

Leo Van Biesen, P resident of the Internat ional Measure ment Confede ration
(IMEK O), which w ill be publ ished on SIM w eb page. He  started wi th a brief h istory
of the organizati on, presenti ng its aims , objectives , structure, technical  committees,
world congresses and publicati ons. He fin ished his pre sentation by  making some
comments about th e XVII I I MEK O Congress w hich was bein g held in Ri o de
Janeiro, starting  on the very  second day o f the SIM General Assemb ly and took the
opportunity to in vite all SIM members to  participate in  the Congr ess with th e
theme ªMetrology  for Sustaina ble Developm entº, especi ally at the  Opening
Ceremony later th at day.

Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues congrat ulated Leo Va n Biesen fo r the 40 th Annive rsary of
IMEKO and  thanked him for the  invitation to participa te in the Op ening Ceremon y
of the X VII I I MEK O Congress.

NCSLI

On behalf of Stev en Stahley, Sally Bruce m ade the pre sentation, w hich will b e
published on SIM web page. She  initially presented som e statistic s of the las t
NCSLI Conference , held in Na shville in A ugust: 125 pa pers were pr esented, the re
were 168 exhibior booths  with 135  companie s represente d and 1061 at tendees.

She then informed  that NCS LI had launched a new journa l: ªMeasure:  the Journal
of Measurement Sc ienceº and en couraged SIM members to c ontribute to  the
technical content  of the jour nal.

Sally Bruce also  made some co mments on th e ªBoulder C olorado Training Facilit yº
which could be ut ilized by SIM to hold ce rtain traini ng activiti es, for whic h contact
should be made wi th the NCS LI business of fice to rese rve space fo r the traini ng.
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Still in the tra ining field , she showed  the training  available-c urrent listi ngs from th e
NCSLI web page.

Before finishing  her report,  Sally Bruce  informed th at the next N CSLI Board of
Directors Meetin g would be h eld in Santiag o de Queret aro, Mexico,  on 23 rd and 24 th

October 2006, and  the next NC SLI Conferenc es: 2007 in Minnesota/USA and  2008
in Florida/USA.

CIPM/ BIPM

Robert Kaarls, re presentative of  CIPM mad e the present ation of CI PM in
conjunction with BIPM's, on b ehalf of Andr ew Wallard,  which will  be publishe d on
the SIM web page .

Under CIPM scener y, he initi ated presentin g the proce ss for the 23 rd CGPM to  be
held in 2007. One  important t opic of his presentation was  the inf ormation on the
essential feature s of the pro posed workplan 2009-2012 f or chemical and physical
metrology. He al so informed that more st aff position s are to be  filled on a  short
term or contract basis, leadi ng to more flexibility . Some updati ng regarding  CIPM
activities was p rovided: new  open web si te with pol icy documents  (services f or
associates, CIPM MRA  interpre tation docume nt, designat ed institute s, CRMs
acceptance, subcon tracting), r ecommendation s on use of  isotopic wa ter for trip le
point of water, ad-hoc group on materials metrology s et up; main business was  a
review of the BIPM ten year plans and th e outline app roach for th e 2009-2012
work program; Jan usz Lusztyk (INMS, Canada ) resigned; the  vacancy was filled b y
the election of Dr James McL aren (INMS, C anada).

Update on events at the BIPM: joint declaration s by BIPM/ CIPM, ILAC and  OIML;
cooperation BIPM and OIML; ne w SI brochur e; VIM and G UM; Member States,
Associates and out reach to Cor respondents; CIPM 2007 up date Report o n
ªEvolving Needs f or Metrolog y in Trade, Industry and S ociety and t he Role of t he
BIPMº to the 23r d CGPM (ªKaa rlsº Report) ; B IPM work  program; CIPM MRA and
JCRB; possible re definition of base unit s (kilogram, the  ampere, the  mole, t he
kelvin and the can dela), expe cted for 2011.

PTB

Dieter Schwohnke m ade the pres entation abo ut the Technical Cooperat ion
Department of P TB. The presentation will  be published  on SIM web page. He
presented the wor king groups o f the depart ment, as muc h as its tas ks, duties an d
goals. He also p resented the counterpart of PTB technical cooperat ion activit ies
worldwide.

EUROMET

Wolfgang Schmid, EUROME T Secretary, made t he presentat ion of the Eu ropean
Collaboration in  Measurement Standards, wh ich will be  published on  SIM web
page. After prese nting a brie f descriptio n of the org anization an d its struct ure, he
showed the main a reas of coop eration, whi ch are the pr ovision of traceability ,
intercomparisons, cooperation in  research and developme nt and consul tation.
Wolfgang Schmid a lso made som e remarks abo ut the 2006 E UROME T General
Assembly, which w as held in V ienna/Austria in  May/June . He also co mmented on
the progress wit h the CIPM MR A in the re gion and fina lized his pr esentation w ith
information about  the MERA-Pro ject, direct ed at planni ng the Europe an research
area in metrolog y.
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APMP/NEC

Ichir o Fujima, Ex ecutive Secr etary of APMP , made a br ief presenta tion about the
APMP organizationa l structure and its main  activities . He showed the current
status of CMCs r egistration in  the regio n and curren t TC Chairs. He also mad e
some comments abou t the relat ionship with  APLAC, with  which a for mal MoU is
about to be signe d, also havin g some issue s under discu ssion for ac creditation of
NMIs. Ichiro Fuj ima then pre sented the pas t events th at occurred i n APMP as we ll
as upcoming event s. The presentation will be published  on SIM web page.

SADCMET/ AFRIMETS

Mukayi Musarurwa made the pres entation, wh ich will be  published on  SIM web
page. He initiat ed his prese ntation by gi ving a brie f descriptio n of the his toric
context in which SADCME T was established,  having its foundation di rectly
connected to the S ADC Trade Protocol signe d in 1996. H e then presen ted the
structure of SADC MET, as well as its mai n tasks and a ctivities, a nd made som e
comments on the d evelopment o f a `Measureme nt Practice  Improvement Guide',
directed at discu ssing measure ment in sma ll and medium  enterprises.

Mukayi Musarurwa a lso made som e remarks on  the registr ation of CMCs and the
main challenges f aced in the region, for example the development m odel propose d
by SADCME T to NMIs, aiming a t promoting modern struct ures to NMIs. He also
presented the conc eptual approa ch to the  Inter-Africa Metrology Sys tem recently
launched with the  objective o f promoting a nd supportin g an integra ted
measurement infra structure in Africa.

OIML

Manfred Kochsiek, vice  preside nt of OIML, made the pr esentation, which wiill b e
published on SIM web page. He  initiated with a brief  history of  the organiza tion,
emphasizing its s tructure, ge neral tasks,  goals and m ember states . He then mad e
some remarks abou t the OIML c ertificate s ystem, based  on OIML Pub lication B3
(2003) (former P 1), informin g this is a voluntary pr ocess with t wo aims: fa cilitating
and harmonizing typ e evaluatio n of measuri ng instrument s; and harmo nizing
laboratory testin g practices.

Manfred Kochsiek th en made som e comments on  the Mutual Acceptance
Arrangement (MAA)  of the orga nization, inf orming that  it is being  rebuilt to  provide
international rec ognition of test result s (OIML Test Reports), h aving as its  basis the
OIML Publication B  10-1 of 20 04.

Concerning future  projects of  OIML, two points were highlighted: the conform ity to
type and the OIML conformity  marking for prepackages. Manfred  Koch siek
finalized his pr esentation by  making some remarks abou t the cooper ative activi ties
developed between  OIML and th e BIPM and w ith ILAC.

COOMET

Manfred Kochsiek m ade the pres entation of COOME T (Euro-Asian cooper ation of
national metrolog ical instit utions), whi ch will be published on SIM web page . He
initiated his pr esentation by  giving a br ief descrip tion of COOME T and infor ming
that even though it is a RMO constituted of Eastern Eu ropean and Asi an countrie s,
it is open to as sociate membe rship of cou ntries from other region s.

He then presented  the realiza tion of the  COOME T working program, with the
distribution of projects in the various fields of co operation. H e also showe d the list
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of COOME T member countries wh o have signe d the CIPM M RA and conclu ded
with some remark s about the s trategic con siderations of the organi zation which  are
under discussion.

NAVSEA

LaRon Scott made th e presentat ion about the  Internation al Metrology  Capability
Advancement Partner ship (IMCAP) program, w hich will b e published o n SIM web
page. He advised that it is not possible  to have dir ect collabor ation between  SIM
and NAVSEA, so it  is up to eac h individua l country to negotiate w ith them.

19 . Next General Assembl ies (NORAMET-2007 , CAMET-2008 )

Jim McLaren confi rmed Canada's  interest i n hosting the  XII I Genera l Assembly i n
2007 in Ottawa/Can ada and made  a presentat ion which wi ll be publis hed on SIM
web page. The proposed dates a re of Septem ber 24 th to 28 th, wh ich will no t conflict
with other impor tant interna tional meeting s.  Also, the weather is more plea sant at
this time of the  year in Can ada than in late October  or November.

In hi s presentati on Jim McLar en showed som e interestin g features a bout Ottawa
and gave an overv iew of the c osts involve d in the att ending of the  event. He
finalized his pr esentation by  inviting SIM members t o come to Ot tawa in 2007.

Resolut ion GA03 / 06 : The 2007 GA Meeting wi ll be hosted by Canada. The
proposed dates ar e September 24 th to 28 th.

Concerning the 200 8 General As sembly, Efra in Paz, from  Honduras, i nformed that
the country was willing to h ost the 2008 SIM General Assembly Mee ting. Walte r
Zavala, from Cos ta Rica, supp orted the of fer of Hondu ras and info rmed that in  case
Honduras is for s ome reason un able to host  the 2008 SIM General Ass embly,
Costa Rica is ab le to host i t.

Resolut ion GA04 / 06 : The 2008 GA Meeting wi ll be hosted by Honduras. The
dates will be de fined at the  2007 GA Mee ting.

20 . Elect ion of SIM President (2006 -2008 )

The committee responsible for  the electio n was coordi nated by the Executive
Secretary, Oscar  Harasic, cou nting on the presence of  Hector Nava  Jaimes, fro m
Mexico and Jim McL aren, from  Canada.

Oscar Harasic ex plained the t raditional p rocedures inv olved in th e election pr ocess
for the SIM Pres idency. Afte rwards, the b allots were  distributed for  each of  the 24
delegates that we re present a t the Genera l Assembly, who signed t he election list.
After that the b allots were collected an d put into a  closed box. The committe e then
proceeded to count ing the vote s outside the  room.

After the votes were counted,  Oscar Harasi c made the report about  the results  of
the election. He  informed th at out of th ese 24 votes , there had be en 13 votes  in
favor of the cand idacy of Bra zil, represe nted by Humb erto Brandi and 11 votes  in
favor of the cand idacy of Ant igua and Barb uda, represen ted by Diann e Lalla-
Rodrigues.

With this result , Oscar Hara sic announced that the ne w President of SIM for t he
next two years wo uld be Humbe rto Brandi,  from Brazil .

Everybody supported  a motion co ngratulating the  new SIM President.  Dianne
Lalla-Rodrigues t hen said a f ew words than king for th e support of all SIM memb ers



SIM XII General Assembly Minutes ± Draft 16th and 17th ± Sept 2006                                                                                                   Page 17 of 18

during her term a s President. She  said it  was a very  fruitful pe riod for her  and said
she hopes she can continue cont ributing to SIM progress . She then w elcomed
Humberto Brandi t o the Presid ency of SIM.

Humberto Brandi s aid some wor ds expressin g his thanks for the conf idence
expressed in him,  saying that  he would ded icate himse lf to the co ntinuous
improvement of SIM. He stres sed the impor tance of wo rking in coop eration amon g
SIM members and th anked Dianne  Lalla-Rodrig ues for her dedication t o SIM for
the past two year s. He finis hed by sayin g that he wi ll do his be st in helpin g to build
a stronger system  and invited  all SIM mem bers to joi n him in thi s journey.

Hector Nava Jaim es, from Mex ico congratul ated Humberto Brandi and  remarked
on the challenges  imposed in the position  of being Pre sident of SIM, demanding
dedication and co mmitment fro m the new re presentative . He also co ngratulated
Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues for th e past two ye ars in whic h she dedicat ed herself to
SIM.

21 . Ot her Bu siness

Steve Carpenter t alked a lit tle bit more  about the f unds availabl e at US mis sion to
OAS. He said the re are some po ssible areas  to invest using the av ailable fund s:
time and frequenc y, ozone, and  a third the me to be cho sen by SIM. Concerning
this third theme , he will f inish discus sions with t he Council an d will prep are a
project to the U S mission req uesting the  funding and a s soon as he  gets a respo nse
he will inform all SIM memb ers.

Anselm Gittens, from Saint Lu cia, inform ed that Aliso n Plummer, the Director  of
SLBS, which is t he NMI and a lso standardi zation body in Saint Luci a, will re sign by
the end of the ye ar and there  will be a n ew Director . SIM will be informed of the
name of the new d irector as s oon as it i s announced. He also info rmed that Sa int
Lucia will remai n dedicated to the develop ment of me trology.

Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues then ma de some comme nts regarding  the diffi culty in
purchasing airlin e tickets fo r all SIM d elegates tha t request fin ancial suppo rt to
participate in SIM events. Sh e suggested that from no w on the par ticipant to each
event requesting financial sup port for th e air travel  will purcha se a ticket  at the
lowest reasonable  price in ad vance, with subsequent re imbursement from SIM.

22 . Closing Session

Dianne Lalla-Rodr igues express ed her thanks  to INMETRO for the orga nization of
the events and to  the delegat es who parti cipated and c ooperated in  their succes sful
execution. She al so thanked th e hotel arra ngements, the  translators and  Taynah
Souza, from the S ecretariat, for  the devo ted service over the pas t two years.

Humberto Brandi a lso expresse d how pleased  he was to h ave the oppo rtunity to
participate in su ch a solid o rganization as SIM. He t hanked Diann e Lalla-Rodri gues
and deeply congrat ulated her f or her work, hoping he co uld count on  her
continuing partic ipation in SIM activitie s. He said it would be difficult f or him to
express how pleas ed he was fo r having been  able to hos t the meetin g in Rio and
receiving all SIM members. H e then wished  everybody a  safe trip h ome, hoping to
meet them soon.
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General A ssembly Resolut ions

Resolut ion GA01 / 06 : Approval o f the minute s of the XI General Assembly  held in
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Octobe r 10 th and 11 th 2005.

Resolut ion GA02 / 06 : The General Assembly ra tified all  Council Reso lutions of t he
years 2005/06 wit h no amendment s.

Resolut ion GA03 / 06 : The 2007 GA Meeting wi ll be hosted by Canada. The
proposed dates ar e September 2 4th to 28th.

Resolut ion GA04 / 06 : The 2008 GA Meeting wi ll be hosted by Honduras. The
dates will be defined at the 2007  GA Meeting.


