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SIM XIII General Assembly

SIM XIII Asamblea General

Ottawa, September 24th and 25th, 2007

Ottawa, Septiembre 24 y 25, 2007

Draft Minutes
First Day: Monday, September 25th, 2007

ITEM 1.
Accreditation of Delegates
The SIM executive secretary, Oscar Harasic welcomed the delegates and observers and thanked Jim McLaren, Director General of INMS/NRC and his staff for hosting the meeting.  He explained that the President of SIM could not participate due to  an unexpected personal incident.  SIM Council had asked Dianne Lalla-Rodrigues to chair this GA.

As chair of this GA, Ms. Lalla-Rodrigues welcomed everybody and congratulated the Chemical Metrology Working Group and its Chair Dr Willie May on their 10th anniversary.

She announced that this week, in addition to the GA and Council meetings, there would be a meeting of the Chemical Metrology Working Group and of the QSTF. 

ITEM 2.
Verification of Quorum (Installation of General Assembly)
The following voting member countries were represented at the meeting:

Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Chile, Barbados, Brazil, Bolivia, Canada, Colombia (second day only), Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Jamaica, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, St Kitts and Nevis, St-Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay , USA.

Quorum was verified with 24 members being present. 

List of full participants SIM Week Participant List(b).xls
ITEM 3.
Approval of the Agenda.

A motion to add reports from IMEKO and from the representative of NCSLi to SIM under item 18 was proposed by Mexico and seconded by Panama.

The agenda was approved.

ITEM 4. 
Welcome from Director General NRC Institute for National Measurement Standards, Dr. James W. McLaren 

Dr. McLaren warmly welcomed the participants to Ottawa on behalf of the Institute for National Measurement Standards.  He invited participants for dinner and explained the arrangements.

ITEM 5.
Approval of the Minutes from the Previous General Assembly

A correction to the minutes is to be made regarding the action to link the IMEKO webpage to the SIM one.

A motion to approve the minutes with the corrections was proposed by Canada and seconded by Trinidad and Tobago.

The minutes were approved.

ITEM 6.
Ratification of Council Resolutions
CR 01/07: Those countries that have their quality systems approved by the SIM Quality System Task Force (QSTF) will receive a certificate issued by SIM, signed by the President of SIM and the QSTF Chair. The certificate will highlight that the QSTF review and approval has been conducted in accordance with the requirements of the CIPM MRA.

Dr. Robert Kaarls inquired if the certificate was for an unlimited time or if it needed to be renewed.

The participants agreed that the QSTF should clarify to the members that certificates are for a limited period only. CMCs need to be reviewed every 5 years

Resolution CR 01/07 was accepted.

CR 02/07: SIM will provide institutional support to technical and training events in the metrology field organized by its member countries. The support will be analyzed on a case-by-case basis by the Council. In the case of Council approval, the use of the SIM logo will be allowed, to identify SIM as an institutional co-sponsor of that specific event.

The report on training activities and events was not available to participants.  It was proposed that participants should have access to the report.

The meaning of institutional sponsorship was questioned, whether it implied the permission to use the SIM logo only or it is extended to mean other types of assistance.  It was clarified that the resolution included all kinds of support.

The Mexican delegate proposed that the resolution be separated to reflect two activities, the use of logo and institutional support. Chile supported the proposal and added that guidelines should be drawn up regarding access to institutional support.   The Assembly agreed to ask Council to establish guidelines in respect to CR 02/07.

Spanish speaking delegates voiced the opinion that resolutions should be translated before put in front of the GA.  It was agreed that Council will, in the future, undertake to translate the resolutions.

Resolution CR 02/07 was accepted.

CR 03/07:  An ad hoc Working Group will be established to review the current SIM structure and to suggest revisions to the structure, statutes and by-laws as required. The initial membership of the Working Group shall be as follows: Claire Saundry (NIST, Chair), Luis Mussio (LATU), Theodore Reddock (TTBS), Hernando Florez (CENAMEP) and Jim McLaren (NRC).

Delegates inquired if the terms of reference for the ad hoc Working Group were available.  The terms of reference were available for the chair of the working group.

Many delegates indicated a desire to expand the participation in the activities of the Working Group. Such expansion should be done with appropriate consideration to regional representation.  It was agreed that Ecuador, an ANDIMET representative (to be named) Belize and the Dominican Republic would join the group. Belize would participate in the English speaking discussions and the Dominican Republic will join to the Spanish speaking representation, however these representations are  not permanent moves.  Permanent request for moving from one region to another should be submitted to the Council.

It was observed by Chile, that participation in this important activity is of high importance. The option of opening up the working group to regional representation is good.  However, regional coordination of the individual inputs will be required in order to avoid unduly slowing down the process.

The Chair of the GA urged the members to read the documents and provide timely comments to their regional representatives so they can be taken into consideration before approval.

The chair of the ad hoc Working Group suggested that within the expanded Working Group regional reps take on the work of coordination of responses. 

St Lucia suggested that members’ comments should be only collated and not edited before submission to the Working Group to avoid bias.

Panama representative suggested that the agenda of regional meetings include a discussion of the proposals of the Working Group.

The Chair of the Working Group will send the current set of working documents to the regional representatives.

Resolution CR 03/07 was accepted.

CR 04/07: To request OAS to eliminate the mirror site of SIM maintained on its website and just keep a link to the official SIM web site http://www.sim.metrologia.org.br
The Executive Secretary reported that while there is no objection to eliminate the mirror site, the priorities for changes to the OAS website are already set and it is difficult to expedite the process, which will take time.

Ecuador noted that it is clear that due to technical and other problems the mirror site will exist for a while.  Therefore care needs to be taken to synchronize the contents.

An inquiry was made whether the SIM official site will always be with Brazil, becoming a permanent site.  It was clarified that the arrangement is not permanent.  Council is discussing long term solutions for the SIM official site.

Resolution CR 04/07 was accepted.

CR 05/07: All SIM members are required to prepare an annual report on metrology activities, improvements and developments of metrology infrastructure in their country. 

It was emphasized that this request is very important because lack of reporting could effect SIM funding. It was clarified that the SIM activities report should include any activity in metrology  

It was proposed and accepted that regional coordinators be responsible to collect and submit the annual reports.

The Technical Advisor explained that the new OAS reporting format identifies every country in SIM and asks members to report on how each the country improved its metrological infrastructure. She pointed out the importance of demonstrating to OAS that every country shows improvement in this area

Ecuador suggested including the provided information (annual reports) in INFOSIM

Mexico’s representative noted that reports and publications are welcome for inclusion in INFOSIM. He observed that there are many activities that Mexico is involved in with the spirit of collaboration and help.  Some of the activities take place in the brotherly community of SIM and those should be highlighted in the reports. It needs to be noted SIM has always encouraged cooperation between countries with a view to improve metrological infrastructures.

Honduras reported that it received resources and entered into technical cooperation with PTB – It has also received support from Mexico.  The assistance received greatly helped to improve the local metrological infrastructure and Honduras will inaugurate its laboratory shortly.

St. Lucia observed that they presently prepare an annual report for the regional coordinator. It was questioned if one or two reports need to be submitted.  It was agreed that a single report in the format that CARIMET developed would be suitable.  CARIMET representative will send the report template to the Technical Advisor.

Resolution CR 05/07 was accepted.

CR 06/07:   Composition of SIM JCRB delegation:

The SIM delegation shall comprise the following persons:

SIM TC Chair, President, QSTF Chair, and a maximum of 2 representatives to be selected by the SIM TC Chair.   If the President or the QSTF Chair cannot attend, the SIM TC Chair will select an appropriate replacement in consultation with the Council.

 Advisors will have to pay for participation in the JCRB.  In exceptional cases, the Council may vote to provide funding.

Much discussion ensued regarding the selection of consultants and the role of the President of SIM in the delegation and in selecting a replacement.  It was felt that the wording needed to be further clarified 

CR 07/07: SIM will inform IAAC about time and place of GA assemblies and other meetings with a view to facilitate finding opportunities for participation in some elements of each others’ meetings. 

SIM will seek at least 1 representative to participate in the laboratory sub-committee of IAAC

The Director of the BIPM expressed support for this resolution, noting that common meetings and greater collaboration with the Accreditation Bodies would be a great benefit to everyone.

The Assembly expressed its support for the resolution and will undertake to inform IAAC.

ITEM 7.
Report from SIM President, Humberto Brandi and Report on SIM Activities  2006-07, Dianne Lalla-Rodrigues 

The President, who was absent sent his report ITEM 7. SIM President Report.Brandi.doc.  The President also asked Hector Nava Jaimes to speak a few words on his behalf paying tribute to Dr. Stephen Carpenter.  Dr. Nava Jaimes said that many people know and respect Steve Carpenter and his departure will leave a huge vacuum in the support for the work of SIM.  He underlined his appreciation of Steve’s great intellect and profound understanding of human conditions.  He acknowledged Steve’s vast experience on the international level. He reminded SIM members that Steve was an extraordinary ambassador for the metrological community.  In closing, in the name of SIM, he expressed his thanks to “this great name of metrology history”.  

The Chair, added her words of thanks and stated that the international community will greatly miss Steve’s support.  She extended SIM members’ thanks to Steve’s wife Dorothy, stating that without her support Steve could not have done all the work.

Filipe Urresta also expressed his appreciation for Steve’s work, which always produced good results in spite of obstacles. Steve’s charisma, enthusiasm and hard work made much of the progress possible.  He stated that Steve was a real leader who believed in SIM. He wished to thank him for being such a wonderful friend and colleague.

On behalf of CARIMET, the representative from Trinidad and Tobago wished Steve all best and transmitted words of thanks.  He further observed that it was interesting that at this meeting there is a lot of talk about documenting and reporting of all metrological activities, but one would never be able to report on all the activities Steve had contributed to.

Oscar Harasic remembered that his first encounter with Steve was to work on reactivating SIM during times when funding for S&T was not favourable within OAS.  Steve helped to put metrology of the agenda and worked hard on SIM projects.  He regarded Steve as an ambassador for metrology.  He also added his personal thanks to Steve.

Claire Saundry noted that it is a huge task to fill Steve’s shoes and thanked him for his guidance.  She remarked that it is a testament to Steve’s work that today within COMSYT everybody is talking about metrology.

St Lucia’s representative extended an invitation to visit the island and thanked Steve for all his contribution.

Stephen Carpenter thanked all for the kind words.

Dianne Lalla-Rodrigues reported on SIM activities during the period of July 2006-July 2007. ITEM 7. SIM Activity Report.Lalla-Rodrigues.doc
ITEM 8.
Report from the Permanent Technical Advisor, Claire Saundry

A report on the 2005-06 SIM activities was presented. Claire SIM GA 2007 Presentation on 05-06 activities.ppt.  In addition, the Execution Plan for March 2007-March 2008 was put forth. Claire SIM GA Presentation 07-08 execution.ppt
Discussing the report, the Mexican representative expressed his appreciation for NIST’s assistance on behalf of the community.   The Chair observed that the projects allows all levels of NMIs to become interconnected.

ITEM 9.
Report from the Executive Secretary, Oscar Harasic

The Executive Secretary report was tabled ITEM 9. Report Exec. Sec. Harasic.doc .  It was emphasized that during the meeting in Rio the work was conducted to achieve two objectives: to obtain funds (administrative level) and to disseminate information with an aim to strengthen the developing countries’ infrastructure.

It was announced that FEMCIDI is sponsoring two projects.  The sponsorship extends to support for technical cooperation in a number of areas, among the priorities is: social development, trade access to market, scientific development, sustainable development of the environment and culture. 

A total of $19M support was approved, $300K specifically  for metrology projects ..

The Executive Secretary appealed to the members to prepare projects that would fall within the priorities of FEMCIDI stating  that the funding could be obtained for national or multinational projects, as well as for  so called ‘border development “ projects. He reminded the participants that it was important that the OAS representatives be aware of the projects that have been presented or planned. 

The Executive Secretary reported that bids were opened for S&T in Central America. $1.5M will be available for projects.  A joint meeting will be set up inviting NRC, NIST and Mexico on the subject. Other projects for the gas sector are also contemplated.

There is significant interest in the cooperative project between INMETRO and NIST in the area of standards related to biofuels. The current project regarding bio fuels may be extended to include Central America.  

During the last year a Monograph was developed by PTB with OAS collaboration on the Quality System. The title is “The Answer to the Global Quality Challenge: A National Quality Infrastructure”.  English and Spanish copies are available.  It will be also available on the OAS website.

In closing, the Executive Secretary reminded the audience that OAS is open to consultation on S&T activities that participating jurisdictions wish to undertake.

ITEM 10.
Report from Technical Committee and from SIM Representative to the JCRB, Luis Mussio

The Chair of the Technical Committee’ presented his report:  TCreport_eng.ppt
He reminded the audience that the chairs of the Working Groups (WG) have been changing. There was SIM representation in CIPM consultative committee meetings ( CCL, CCEM, CCM, CCTF).  The SIM QS Working group will meet in November.

It was stated that MWG chairs are not receiving sub-regional requests for comparisons and other activities, while many large institutes are receiving requests for bilateral comparisons.  The plan is to have regional comparisons as opposed to bilateral ones, because the latter puts too much strain on larger NMIs.
The TC chair also reported that the last meeting of the JCRB was in May in South Africa.  Panama and Costa Rica have also participated. Panama participated as one of the labs that signed the MRA but had not submitted CMCs.  In order to strengthen the process the workshops provided a good learning experience.  The action item, as a result of the May meeting, is that RMOs need to submit a report on the status of the CMCs every five years, but an annual progress report will be required that details the operation of the QS in their NMIs.  The reports are to be annexed to the RMO’s report to the JCRB

The JCRB has worked on a number of new documents.  The new definition of CMC-BMC is almost ready and the Guide to the Implementation of the CIPM MRA has been published.

SIM has also participated in the NCSLi and COMSYT meetings.  At the COMSYT  meeting the Lima plan was discussed and there was a good opportunity to  highlight the importance of SIM .

It was observed that during the next meeting of the OIML there will be workshops with the regional legal metrology organizations and the question arose what support could be given to them.  The meeting will be in Shanghai.

The question was raised whether SIM members are able to respond to the requirements for inter-comparisons. While support for bilateral comparisons have been given in the past, it was questioned if there were other ways to support the CMCs

Robert Kaarls observed that in order to support inter-comparisons, maybe SIM needs to look outside of SIM.

ITEM 11.
Report from Professional Development (PD) Committee, Ignacio Hernandez Gutierrez

The chair of the PD committee thanked all who participated in the work of the committee.  He reported that a number of workshops were held in the last year PDC report sep 2006 - sep 2007 - b.ppt in Mexico, Peru, Brazil, Chile and Costa Rica.  In addition, an INFOSIM bulletin was published by CENAM.  Next year’s issue of INFOSIM will focus on Legal Metrology.

A workshop on SIM Guidelines on Calibrations on Non-automatic Weighing Instruments will be held in Costa Rica on November 6-9, 2007.  The aim of this workshop is to harmonize the documentation within SIM, presenting the official SIM guidelines to countries.  The Guidelines will be available in both English and Spanish. The workshop should support the development of measurement capabilities of those who have not signed the MRA.  The workshop’s aim is to share experiences on developing measurement capabilities.

It was reported that VIM 2007 will also be published in Spanish as well, expected to be released in early 2008.  It will also be available through the website.

It was reported that a number of activities were planned for the rest of the fiscal year, among them various workshops and discussion group meetings on the VIM Spanish version, as well as a course in legal metrology.  It was emphasized that as much as possible; members need to take advantage of the opportunities that on-line learning offers.

The focus of the TC in the near future will be on harmonization of methods and sharing of experiences, addressing the needs of the member countries.

ITEM 12. Report from the SIM Representative to NCSLi, Dianne Lalla-Rodrigues  and the Report from the NCSLi representative to SIM, Steve Stahley. 

Dianne Lalla-Rodrigues reported that this year the SIM representative was only able to attend the largest meeting.  During the last year’s meeting, the QSTF’s work was highlighted   Dianne thanked the NCSLi to giving an opportunity to display and explain SIM activities to the broad NCSLi membership.. Dianne has also drawn attention to the NCSLi’s publication “Measure’ that publishes many interesting articles.

Steve Stahley spoke about the role of NCSLi and how it bridges the world between the scientists, NMIs and the practical world.  He noted that the NCSLi provides an opportunity to network with clients and understand their need. He announced that the 2008 conference will be held in Orlando Florida, in the Swan Hotel. A set of technical tutorials is planed in addition to the regular program

Alan Steele spoke a few words about the international track as part of the NCSLi  program.  He requested that participants think seriously about participating in the conference and give presentations.  He recalled that previously very successful technical sessions about the SI were given.  He invited interested participants to contact him, should they wish to be included in the mailing list. He stated that participation in the meeting is a good and enriching experience. Further info is available at WWW.NCSLI.org
ITEM 13. Sub-Regional Meetings

The sub-regional meetings were held in various break–out rooms but the reports were postponed to the next day.

ITEM 18  Presentation of Other Organisations attending the General Assembly
Report of BIPM to the GA

Dr. Andrew Wallard, Director of the BIPM presented his report to the GA. SIMGA07_andrew.ppt
The Director of the BIPM offered highlights from the CGPM 2007- BIPM work programme in chemical and physical metrology and the outreach programs.  He emphasized that the plan is to increase international coordination with RMOs but also with non member countries. He presented to the GA three of the CGPM Resolutions - encouragement for associates to become member states, process to exclude members with significant financial arrears (discussion will be conducted about the potential write-off of fees in arrears) and the proposal for corresponding NMI at the BIPM.

The Director offered some news from the BIPM – Length section was closed, good progress on the watt balance project, a successor to Pedro Espina is sought and the recruitment of the next Director of the BIPM is underway.

It was announced that the summer school will be in June and July, 2008.

The Director elaborated on the collaboration with OIML and ILAC and noted that a BIPM/RMO and ILAC Working party has agreed in principle on a mutually acceptable definition of CMC that will eliminate the confusion that has arisen because of the use of the term “best measurement capability” (BMC) by accreditation bodies. It is expected that accreditation bodies will in future abandon the term BMC in favour of the new definition of CMC.

It was announced that the KCDB is in full operation with free text search engine to help locating the CMC

It has been noted that World Metrology Day 2007 was a big success and the VIM 3 will be ready for downloading from the internet.

Report of the Secretary of the CIPM - Bob Kaarls ---

In addition to the presentation given by Prof. Andrew Wallard, Dr.Robert Kaarls mentioned:

· That the CIPM has been very busy with the preparation of the CGPM and in particular with the preparation of the dotation to the BIPM for the period 2009 – 2012, required to maintain and consolidate the activities currently carried out by the BIPM. The proposed dotation includes a step increase of 15%, including a correction for inflation for scientific institutes, per 1 January 2009, followed by a yearly increase of 4% for inflation per 1 January 2010, 2011, and 2012.

· That the so-called 2007  “Kaarls” report on the “Evolving Needs for Metrology in Trade, Industry and Society and the Role of the BIPM”  has been published, underpinning the proposed activities of the NMIs in general and the BIPM in particular.

· That the CIPM ad hoc Working Group on Materials Metrology will report during the upcoming meeting of the CIPM in November 2007. It is expected that the WG will recommend close cooperation with VAMAS and will recommend the CIPM Consultative Committees to be pro-active and create CC Working Groups dedicated to materials metrology in their field of expertise. These CC WGs should be open for experts in the field of materials metrology also when they are not from an NMI but can contribute to the work in the CCs when they bring in added scientific value. Part of the problems in materials metrology may be solved by sector specific standardization (normalization).

· That close cooperation with a number of other inter-governmental organizations and international bodies exist, for example with the WMO, Codex Alimentarius Commission, WHO/NIBSC, JCTLM, IFCC, Pharmacopoeia, Forensic Science institutes, GMO testing labs etc.

That a symposium is being prepared by the BIPM and the WMO dedicated to Metrology and Climate Change. This symposium will be held in the spring of 2009 at the premises of the WMO in Geneva.
Closing session of the day

Second Day: Tuesday, September 25th, 2007
ITEM 15.
Reinstallation of the General Assembly

ITEM 14
 Sub-regional Repeorts

ANDIMET – Juan Carlos Castillo  ITEM 14. ANDIMET REPORT.doc
Regional workshops were developed in a number of areas.  Intercomparisons are being conducted . An activity to improve drinking water has been initiated with a goal of improvement in chemical metrology as the goal.   The general view is that equipment acquisitions strengthen the infrastructure.

In Colombia a project is underway to develop quality metrology. With the cooperation of SIM Colombia was participating in inter-comparisons.  Extended capabilities in mass that will be accredited (DKD accreditation).

From Bolivia a number of common regional activities were reported, including training – DKD accreditation is being sought in a number of  areas.

Main conclusion of the ANDIMET report is the concern regarding the lack of communication among the NMIs of the region. To address this concern, there will be a regional report every 3 months to list the activities so everybody would know about these activities. The region will engage in common strategic planning activities for the next 5 years.  A meeting to discuss this will be held in Quito. It was recognized that long term planning was needed to help the region. There was a commitment that every year a theoretical course in the region be given.

Ecuador has not sent its report to be included in the ANDIMET report, therefore the representative wished to add some comments.  It was reported that legislation has recently been passed to establish a National Institute for Quality. It includes not only the National Institute of Quality, but also has mandate for  standardization and legal metrology.  Legal metrology will be a strong part of the Institute.  Ecuador will have money for training and technical infrastructure improvement as well as metrological activities.  The exporters and the commercial sector is now support metrological activities, because they recognize the importance of metrology to their sectors.

It was also reported that the region is improving its metrological infrastructure. Colombia, Bolivia and Ecuador are active in many areas.  It was re-stated that better communication needed within the region to avoid missed opportunities.  

CARIMET – Theodore Reddock

It was reported that CARIMET is a 14 member organization. CARICOM is an organization for mainly English speaking Caribbean countries. CARIMET is   sharing Belize with CAMET, and CAMET shares the Dominican Republic with CARIMET. The size and population and metrological development are variable within the region. The region is about to inaugurate a quality infrastructure project with the help of PTB and CENAM.  Significant efforts are being expended in the area of legislative development.  In addition, SIM is also active as to training programs. Recently, promotional and training programs were conducted in Jamaica and in Trinidad.  Theodore thanked CENAM for assistance with the uncertainly seminar on short notice.

It was reported that Jamaica is upgrading its entire infrastructure and Barbados is building new laboratories.

CAMET – Jessica Chavarria

The representative reported that some of the countries have not provided reports; therefore her report does not cover every member.

The region was active in training; in addition to the SIM/international level workshops, national level training was undertaken.  For example, applied statistics courses were run.  Many South American countries participated.

Inter-comparisons were conducted in volume, density, energy and capacity.

Accreditation and quality system peer review were conducted in various areas.

Regulations were published in Costa Rica for the medical fields. Legal metrology in Costa Rica has been improving; it recently gained approval for weights.

Legislation to support metrological infrastructure in being drafted in Honduras.

Following the report on the Region’s activities, the Guatemalan representative expressed appreciation for the support given by CENAM, PTB and NIST for workshops and other programs. Further thanks were transmitted to Honduras.  

In addition, Panama’s representative thanked SIM colleagues for all their support.

Report by SURAMET – Ever Cabrera

It was reported that a number of seminars and workshops were provided by the various technical chairs in the region.  In particular, there was a successful  seminar on Legal Metrology in Chile. Argentina reported that workshops were conducted with participation from various countries in the region.

Paraguay reported that inter-comparisons were conducted in ionizing radiation, power and energy and the results are currently being analysed.

INMETRO organized the IMEKO conference last year and over half of the participants were from the Americas.  Workshops with 225 participants were held. INMETRO also participated in a number of intercomparisons 

CHILE reported that its system operates with many desigated laboratories.  Inter comparisons in temperature were recently run.  In Chile, in general, inter-comparisons are frequent. The work is overseen by a national foundation.

The region has also organized a Trinational cooperation project.  Paraguay and Uruguay were invited to cooperate with Chile and Germany (PTB).

Paraguay was pleased to announce its participation in the Trinational cooperation project along with the opening of the new laboratories.  Support for the new laboratories will be received to the tune of 750000 Euros form PTB. The improvement in the physical infrastructure will help in delivering traceable calibrations for industry.

Uruguay reported that it is very active internationally and a number of meetings are being organized with industry.  Workshops were held at LATU in chemical metrology and other training courses were also provided.  Inter-comparisons in density and volume were also conducted.  Inter-comparisons in mass are being planned.  To date, only the weights have been prepared. There was a call to those who wished to join, to indicate their attention as soon as possible.

Argentina requested clarification with respect to SIM training activities. It requested, if it would be possible to have the SIM activities published and run by December.  Argentina observed that it lost a number of possibilities to travel to training seminars and meetings because there was not enough time to plan for the meeting.

Luis Mussio replied that a schedule is sent out and asked that NMIs let him know what the individual plans are.  However, it was acknowledged that sometimes the money is not available until Jan- February so we often cannot commit before that timeframe to training schedules.

It was generally agreed to post the training schedule as soon as possible.

ITEM 16. Report of SIM-PTB Project on Chemical Metrology, Dr. Willie May  SIM CMWG Symp Americas INTRO WEM.ppt  

Willie May reported that the 10th anniversary celebrations are being conducted during the week of the GA. The program is being provided.  

He also reported that within SIM there was more emphasis on training activities last year than on inter-comparisons.  However, many comparisons were either conducted or are being scheduled or planned.  The comparisons were successful and they followed up with subsequent examination when the results were outside of the range.

It was asked what should be done to help to build capacity in those countries that are not yet at the level to participate in the CIPM-MRA.

Ecuador asked that the minutes record the thanks expressed by SIM for the quality, excellent work of Dr. Willie May.  Mexico’s representative added that the thanks to Dr. May should be accompanied by an acknowledgement of the institutional support of NIST and PTB.  Ecuador, Peru and Mexico also expressed appreciation for institutional support.   

ITEM 17. Quality System Task Force Activities Report – Dr. William Anderson

Bill Anderson reported that the QSTF was created in 2002 and since had regular meetings that are open to observers.  Voting is organized on a one-country-one vote level.  The training aspects of the Quality System are handled by the QS WG presently chaired by Annamaria Narrizano.

Dr Anderson explained the role of the QSTF. It is to review the QS of the NMIs and designated laboratories that are in support of CMCs.  During the meetings presentations are made by the managers of the laboratories and the voting members decide whether they have sufficient evidence of a well functioning QS.  He added that the JCRB is now requiring the submission of an annual report that details changes in the organization that affect the QS and the number and nature of complains receive.  The next meeting of the QSTF will discuss the format of the report and the timetable for submission.

The Assembly expressed its appreciation to Bill and Hratch Semerjian for all the work associated with the QS.

The question of the validity of the certificates was raised.  It was confirmed that the certificates are valid for a maximum of 5 years, after which a significant review of the QS and the CMCs need to be conducted.

ITEM 18. Presentation of Other Organisations attending the General Assembly

Presentation IAAC – Presentation by Ileana Martinez  ITEM 18. IAAC report.pdf
Ileana stated that there is a common goal between SIM and IAAC, namely to strengthen the technical infrastructure and commerce among countries. Most countries are represented by the accreditation bodies within IAAC.  IAAC currently has 33 members from 22 countries and this year it accepted 6 new members. 

IAAC has 3 committees:-MLA, management and technical.  IAAC is putting forward an aggressive training program and this is an area where cooperation with SIM is being sought. The strategic plan for 2007-2010 has just been approved.  The objective is to increase technical competence of personnel.  Support and help is being given by PTB – mostly in providing courses on proficiency testing

IAAC would like to work more closely with SIM in areas of mutual interest.  Two aspects that come to mind, a long term search for venue where we could have our assemblies co-located and support in intercomparisons and proficiency testing.  This support would be best through participation of a SIM representative in IAAC’s laboratory subcommittee.

The Chair thanked Ileana for her presentation and noted that the GA agreed with providing a representative for the laboratory subcommittee and would consider co-locating a future GA with IAAC.

Bob Kaarls emphasized that it was a very good idea to collaborate with IAAC, since dissemination of traceability is important issues – He strongly recommended a cooperation between IAAC and SIM

The question was raised regarding the position of NVLAP within IAAC. It was submitted that a representative of NVLAP is the vice chair of the laboratory subcommittee.  Although NVLAP is not yet a signatory, it participates in the work of IAAC.

Report from PTB – Dieter Schwoenke  - 

- 

PTB reported that it sees a change in co-operations with SIM.   In the past there were predominantly bilateral co-operations, lately there are more collaborations on the regional basis.  PTB initiated a new a new collaboration with Peru in the chemical area.  A regional initiative in the Caribbean region has also been planned on a natural gas project. Currently waiting for the green line to start the project. The intention is to be as transparent as possible in the collaborations to make sure that one can extend the experience to other countries.

New initiatives involve high level dialogue with Chile for potential new cooperation to strengthen metrology in chemistry in the Region needed to receive new funds.

PTB also reported a change in the leadership of the cooperation activities in the region.  Alexis Valqui has returned and will lead the activities.

The GA extended a congratulation to Alexis on his appointment.

Presentation of OIML – Jean –Francois Magana 

Jean-Francois reported that the OIML has 59 member states but there is too few members from the Americas . There are a number of corresponding members and  their participation is via internet.  OIML has observer status at WTO TBT Committee.

An important issue for the OIML this time is: Establishing markings for pre-packaged goods 

The OIML has a working group on software and members of the GA were invited to look at the working documents  and provide comments.

Jean Francois emphasized that information sharing between regional organizations is very important, this is why the OIML participates in many of the meetings.

Ecuador thanked the representative of the OIML for the excellent presentation , and asked for clarification on OIML documents say that TBT are international standard.  It was explained that the TBT says that countries should base their standards on international standards.  It is stated that all signatories should base their regulations on international standard and there should be good reasons why a country is using other standard.

St. Lucia stated that they are not a signatory, but they use OIML recommended standards.  However, changes occur often and counties are not alerted. It was questioned if there could be a mechanism whereby the community could be informed of the changes in time.  It was proposed that such notification could be done via email lists and web site announcements.

Dianne asked how much involvement of regional metrology organizations and NMIs there was in the development of the guidance documents of OIML  The OILM representative confirmed the it would like to produce a catalogue of modules of conformity assessment…it is the intention to describe the various ways that can be done and identify the recommended methods.

IMIKO report – Dr Mladen Borsic - ITEM 18. IMEKO.Borsic.doc
Mladen talked about the successful meeting in Rio.  He reported that the next  meeting will be in Cavtat near Dubrovnik, Croatia. The members of IMEKO from SIM are Canada, Brazil , however, the membership is open to all NMIs.  Most of the work is through technical committees, the newest committee is in the chemical discipline.   Many people are involved, publishing procedures, running training programs, etc.

Presentation of NAVSEA – LaRon Scott

NAVSEA is a US Navy organisation, whose measurements are  traceable to the SI through NIST.  The US Navy owns many millions of dollars worth of equipment that needs calibration.  NAVSEA is one of the largest users of metrology in the US and has an IMCAP program to support training programs, equipment purchases.  There is an invitation to approach NAVSEA if there are needs.

Presentation of EURAMET – Wolfgang Schmid

EURAMET is recently been formed legal entity that replaces EUROMET.  It has 34 members.  Recently initiated research programs required a legal entity to support funding.  Europe wanted a single body for coordinate metrological activities.  EURAMET has an elected chairperson with 2 vice chairs.  The secretariat is permanent and it is located in Germany.

The IMERA project has an EU contribution of 21 M euro, one third of the total costs.  Two thirds of the funds must come from the NMIs.

 Presentation by APMP  -  Keith Jones - ITEM 18. APMP Report.doc
APMP was established in 1977 and has currently 21 full members who  participate in the CIPM MRA.  There is a wide variety of economic strength with English being the common language.  There is a need to refresh APMP, and  facilitated workshops are helpful in the planning process.  Priority is placed on workshops and strengthening collaborate opportunities for research.  The secretariat is moving to Korea.

The Chair observed that cooperation of RMOs is really encouraged, planning to organize an RMO directors’ meeting in the near future.

Presnetation  by KEBS -  Joel Kioko .

PTB is supporting many of the activities in Kenya, including pilot ILCs in  pressure, mass and temperature,  Kenya is an associate member of SIM and Sandac and a  Signatory to the CIPM /MRA.

Kenya joined SIM in order to participate in training activities.

AFRIMET is being formed as a regional organization. It has three regional organizations: SADCMET (very strong); EAMET (Kenya belongs to this group) and WAMET (former French colonies in West Africa.   The big countries in Africa do not belong to an RMO, such as Egypt, Sudan, etc.  This is seen as a problem, since it curtails training activities in smaller countries.

Dianne observed that AFRIMET is taking on the structure of SIM which is a testament to the success of SIM. On behalf of SIM she wished AFRIMET all the best in the development in the new RMO.

ITEM 19. Next General Assemblies

Honduras firmly offered to host the next GA and suggested the timing to be in October, 2008.  However, it stated that it would be flexible regarding dates.

The Chair requested that a potential host country take into consideration the ISO GA on October 12-16 and the World Metrology Day. 

2009 GA –ANDIMET would be the organizer.  Colombia stated that it had not tackled the question yet and would bring an answer at a later time. Jose Dajes, from Peru showed some interest in hosting the next GA. The decision will be made at the next GA in 2008.

Andrew Wallard suggested that the following dates be avoided when setting the date of the next GA:

CIPM  - October 6-12 

ISO GA – Oct 13-19

ILAC  -  October 6-26 

APMP – November 3-9

IMEKO – 12-14 November

ITEM 20. Other Business
The directive for the use of SI units (metric only directive) in Europe has been discussed. It appears that there is a movement to extend the deadline to comply with this directive.  SIM should monitor the impact of any movement on this subject.

ITEM 21. Closing Session

The Chair of the GA thanked the Council and the Assembly for the confidence placed in her to chair the meeting.  She reminded everyone regarding their responsibility to keep the communications open all the time and stressed the importance of preparing and sending reports.  The reports are necessary to ensure  continued funding from OAS.  Following, she thanked the organizers for a successful meeting.

The Executive Secretary also thanked Dianne and the organizers.

The meeting adjourned at 1:15pm 
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